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Our Vision - A strong faith community, reflecting God's Love to those around us.  
Our Mission - To serve and share Jesus Christ 
Our Values - Faith, Compassion, Integrity, Respect 

Welcome to the Church of St. James’, Orillia 
Whether you are a follower of Christ, or on a spiritual journey, all 

are welcome to this Holy and Sacred place. 

From the Desk of Canon John  

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 
May his grace and peace be with you.  
 
May he fill our hearts with joy. 
 
I want to live out this Easter, to celebrate in Jesus’ grace and peace, and know that our hearts are filled with joy. 
This is the second Easter that we are prevented from coming into our church building and returning to worship in 
person. This past Monday I had the privilege of officiating at Marilyn Manwaring’s funeral. There were a few 
members from the 8:00 a.m. service present to support the family. We felt comforted by being in our church and 
hearing the organ that Marilyn loved so much. I know we miss our services and our building.  
 
I know many of us are getting tired of the protocols and the need for social isolation. I am also thankful that all of 
you have been supportive of the decision that we cannot return to in-person worship services because of the 
third wave due to variants. 
 
I am mindful that St. Paul gives us some direction. Many times, Paul wrote the Epistles from prison – a form of 
self-isolation. Paul did not have the benefit of Zoom and Skype. Sending a letter to a community in Ephesus or 
Corinth would take a long time. However, Paul always remained hopeful, and he continued to proclaim the gos-
pel to communities and even to his guards.  
 
In Philippians, Paul gives thanks to the community for sharing with him the gospel. Paul uses the Greek word, 
koinonia. It is translated into friendship or fellowship. It is a friendship so deep that even when apart, friends con-
tinue to support one another.  
 
I find hope and peace at St. James’ because we have found all kinds of ways to continue to support one another 
even when we are apart. I think of Chris Lewis, Kate Allen, and Doug Annesley who stepped up to film video ser-
vices to celebrate Hilda Bromley or Marilyn Manwaring. I give thanks for Rosemarie, Bill, Ellie, and Joyce, work-
ing in the kitchen on Sunday to help give hot suppers to the Lighthouse. There is the hard-working team working 
at the rectory to help make improvements and decorate it so Lisa and I can have a nice home, and the church 
can be proud of its rectory. Every Wednesday, Loonie Lunch carries on providing lunch to those in need, or on 
Tuesday and Thursday there are meals being made in the church kitchen for the Sharing Place. Then there is 
the worship team, which has put in hundreds of hours to ensure that our worship services continue to be Spirit-
filled points of connection.  

All of this should give us cause for joy and celebration. St. James’ continues to be an ac-
tive place of mission and outreach in the community and a place of worship that engages 
us to know Jesus. I cannot think of any better expression of faith other than to say,  
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 
Peace, 
John 
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Doug and Sandra want to relay their feelings about working at the Rectory. 
 
Today March 10th so much work was done with Judith and Jim. The following 
were achieved: 
• Carpets were cut and pulled up in two bedrooms.  
• Nails removed where necessary.  
• Baseboards were lifted.  
• Shop vacuum used to clear up remnants. 
• Beds were stripped of linens. 
• Curtains taken down.   
• Closets emptied of clothing, hangers, etc. 
• Mattresses and bed frames removed from master bedroom. 
• Table and two chairs removed from master bedroom. 
• Garbage collected and sorted. 
 
All of the above was transferred to the garage to be taken to the dump or Re 
Store on Friday of this week. This was done in three hours. We all will be 
back on Friday to continue. 
 
The above process gave us a feeling of fulfilment, pleasure, achievement and 
great satisfaction because of our hard work. We did not hesitate or want to 
quit at any time. The feeling of doing and giving our best connects with our 
beliefs, helping and knowing that this is a good thing feels fantastic. The end 
result will be that John and Lisa will have a beautiful home to live in. 
 
If you can physically help with any of the projects, please get in touch with 
Judith to get on the list. We need to schedule help in order to keep us all 
safe’: “ALL HANDS-ON DECK!”. We need painters, wallpaper strippers, cup-
board cleaners, etc. 
 
If you cannot help in this way but wish to make a financial commitment, 
please contact Phyllis at the office. Together we can make all this happen. 
 

Doug Annesley and Judith Beamish 

Work at the Rectory—Your Help is Needed 

Work is progressing well on the rectory! Big thanks to Jen Hill, James Beamish and Doug 
Annesley from St James’ and Jim and John from the Church of the Ascension in Port Perry! 



 

 

The Work at St. James’ 

If there is work in the kitchen, Ellie MacPhail will be there. This tiny ball of energy 
served tea and coffee after services until our shutdown, helps with Loonie Lunch, 
and is on one of the teams of Sunday chefs preparing a meal for fifty Lighthouse pa-
trons. In the past she also helped with funeral receptions, the Tea in a Mariposa Gar-
den, Fellowship meals and various other events, and I am sure she will be there 
again when we can resume. She is usually one of the first to arrive and last to leave 
when there is work to do. When you see Ellie please be sure to thank her. 
 

Christine Blair 
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As a reminder, St. James’ through the Social Justice and Outreach Com-
mittee supports the students of the two schools in the (very) northern Al-
berta community of Fox Lake which is one of three communities of the 
Little Red River Cree Nation. 
 
With COVID, their school year has looked quite different. Both schools 
have had many weeks of closures due to concerns of COVID in the com-
munity leading to community-wide lockdowns. As well, the community 
experienced a post-Christmas meningitis outbreak, two weeks of extreme 
cold where being outside at all was warned against, and a two-month boil 
water advisory. Up until recently, there had been no cases of Covid in 
Fox Lake but currently (March 16) the community is facing an outbreak of 
97 cases. 
 
The students have managed as best they can with online learning and 
take-home packages. Students and teachers still have found it difficult 
without direct interaction to help. They hope, however, they will be able to 
celebrate student successes at the end of the school year together. St. 
James' donation was used by the schools towards the purchase of winter 
outerwear. 
 
They also appreciate the congregation keeping them all in their thoughts 
and prayers as they journey through this difficult time. 
 

Linda Lee Davidson 

But your dead will live, LORD; their bodies will rise — let those who dwell in the dust wake up and shout 

for joy — your dew is like the dew of the morning; the earth will give birth to her dead. 

Isaiah 26:19 

Fox Lake Alberta Update 

Ellie at Halloween  
Loonie Lunch 2018 
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Tea at Three on Thursdays 

Tea at Three on Thursdays at 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. This will be a Zoom meeting with no agenda 
other than to connect with Church friends face to face for a casual time. Anyone wishing to 
join should contact Christine Blair at: office@stjamesorillia.com for an invitation.  

A Fast for the Earth: Lent 2021 

The Bishop’s Committee on Creation Care has produced a resource for Anglicans who want to undertake a fast dur-
ing Lent that focuses on creation and issues related to the climate crisis. A Fast for the Earth: Lent 2021 provides a 
fast for each week of Lent, which began on Feb. 17 and ends on April 3. It began with a meat fast followed by a con-
sumption fast, a food waste fast, a water fast, an injustice fast, an electricity fast and an ignorance fast. It concludes 
with a resurrection feast for Easter on Apr. 4. 
 
To learn more about the each weekly fast click on the link:  
https://www.toronto.anglican.ca/news/fasts-focus-on-creation/ 

http://face.an/
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Vestry 2021 Motion: 

The parish of St. James’ Orillia acknowledges that racism exists in our society and in our Church, and that all forms 

of racism are a sin against God and our neighbour. We commit ourselves to work towards the recognition, disman-

tling, and elimination of forms of racism in our church, our institutions and in ourselves, and to work for the full in-

clusion and participation for all racialized people in every sector of our lives. 
 
In light of this acknowledgment, our parish will begin by forming a discussion group/circle to increase our 

knowledge/awareness of Indigenous/non-Indigenous relationships in our community and proceed to develop a land 

acknowledgement statement for public presentation on June 20 at a parish service immediately prior to the Nation-

al Indigenous Peoples Day, June 21, 2021. 

Examining Our Relationship with Indigenous People 

ORILLIA, COLDWATER, WAUBAUSHENE: 

The land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the 

Anishnabek (ah-nish-nah-bek) Nation, specifically the Chip-

pewas of Rama First Nation. This territory is covered by the 

John Collins Purchase of 1795 and the Williams Treaties. 

While we can’t undo the past, we can see it, understand it, learn from it and change our future. 

Join our Discussion Circle to examine the history of our settler relationship in 
Orillia and area to fulfill our Vestry commitment of a land acknowledgment! 
 
Contact Rosemarie Freeman         office@stjamesorillia.com 

The first plaque commemorating Musquakie, and 

the current monument outside the church. Thank 

you to Fred Blair for these photos, and for pointing 

out that only the newer monument says that  

Musquakie donated this property for the first  

Anglican Church on this site. 

O’ Great Spirit help me always to speak the truth quietly, to listen with an open mind when others speak, 

and to remember the peace that may be found in silence. 

Cherokee Prayer 
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Some pictures of events in February 

Heritage Project 

This confirmation class photo is a mys-
tery.  The Rev. Canon John Fralick is in 
the front row on the left side of the image 
and The Rev. Wally Reid is on the right. 
The Rev. Canon Fralick was the incum-
bent at St James’ from 1969 to 
1989.  When was this photo taken?  Can 
you tell us the name of any of the other 
people in this photo?  We can email a 
copy of this photo to anyone who would 
like to zoom in to see the faces more 
clearly.  Do you have any black and white 
church photos for our collection?  
 

Canon John and Rev. Phil presenting 
a thank you to Heather Lewis for being 
our Zoom Master at the Annual Vestry 

Meeting Feb. 28 

Canon John’s birthday on 
Feb. 28 and behind the 

scenes filming of the Sunday 
Services (right) 
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My Latest Creation (Slate Creations from Orillia Artisan Dianne 
Stringer): Canada Flags on a slate. $45 each. The Slates measure 
20" x 10" and weigh about 4 lbs. A donation from proceeds will re-
turn to St. James' Church. Please contact the artist at  
mylatestcreationinfo@gmail.com or call 705-956-0013  

Just as you are all staying home and minding your own business (for the most 
part) we are issuing you a challenge that you might participate in at home. We 
need a crop of vegetable plants for our spring garden planting. 
 
Would you consider starting some vegetable plants in the comfort of your home 
that might be transplanted in the spring? We need plants such as tomatoes, cu-
cumber, beans, eggplant, squash, etc. All you need are some plant seed pods 
and good quality seeds and an area in your home which gets enough sunshine 
and water to encourage plant growth. All supplies can be ordered from Home 
Hardware and other seed or garden sources. Some of you are good at this. The 
rest of us could rise to the challenge! Thanks for thinking of this endeavour. 

Social Justice Committee 

A Call to All Would Be Gardeners 

Need a COVID-19 Vaccination? Need Help Booking? 

If you are someone without a computer who finds the system for booking an appoint-
ment for a COVID-19 vaccination difficult OR is in need of transportation to this appoint-
ment, we may be able to help you. Parish volunteers are available for assistance.  
 
Call the church at 705-325-2742 and give your name, phone number, and need to our 
secretary, Phyllis. A vaccination volunteer from our parish will call you ASAP for more 
details of your need and collect application information to book an appointment for you. 
 
If transportation is required, you can tell the volunteer and it will be organized for you.  
 
It is important to get this vaccination as soon as you are eligible! Currently those 70 
years and up are eligible but your turn will come soon, and the offer of help will still 
stand. Feel free to notify anyone else you know who may need this assistance. 
 

Organized by the Social Justice Committee of St. James’   

My Latest Creation 
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April Calendar 
We are not able to provide a calendar of meeting times, events, or programs, due to COVID-19. Please join us by 
watching the Sunday webcast service on our website ,Facebook or YouTube. 
 
Your Ministry Council 
Anyone interested in reading the current Ministry Council minutes may contact the Church office for a copy. 
 
Are you ill? In the Hospital? Now in a nursing home? 
If you or someone you know from our congregation is ill, in the hospital or has moved to a nursing home, please let 
us know by calling the church office. We have no other way of knowing, as the hospital and nursing homes are no 
longer permitted to give this information out due to the Privacy Act.  
 
Newsletter Sponsorship 
Each month we ask for a sponsor to support the publication of our parish newsletter. Many of our family receive it 
via the internet but many still enjoy receiving the paper copy and/or, they might not have access to a computer. 
The donation of $100.00 each month pays to produce our internet copies, the paper copies and their mailing. 
Please contact Phyllis in the office 325-2742 if you would like to sponsor a month. 
 
Fundscrip 
Due to the Easter long weekend, we have moved the Fundscrip deadline to Sunday April 11th - one week later. 
Orders and cheques (payable to St James' church) can be dropped off at the bin at the Gardy's. If you need direc-
tions, please call Phyllis in the office 325-2742. Pick up will be Friday April 16th.This month we will be receiving 
our earnings from the project. We ask for the re-imbursement twice a year. Thank you for your continued support 
of this beneficial project. 
 

ST. JAMES’ ANGLICAN CHURCH 
58 Peter St. North, Box 272, Orillia, Ontario 

L3V 6J6         325-2742 
office@stjamesorillia.com 

http://www.stjamesorillia.com  
Rector    The Reverend Canon John Anderson 

Associate Priest The Rev. Phil Gearing 

Editors:   The Communications Committee 

Compositor:  Nancy Noakes-Morrison 

Production:  Phyllis Johnson 

Circulation:  Mary Staines,  Empower Simcoe 

This Newsletter has been sponsored by Stefanie Montgomery  

April Birthdays 
Sylvia Baker,  
John Fortune,  
Andrew Hill,  

Leigh McCann,  
John Smith 

ATM inside: Atonement, Truth, Mercy 
 

When Gratitude becomes your default setting, Life Changes 
 

The Best Vitamin for a Believer is B1 
 

God recycles. He made you from dust. 

Funniest Church Signs 


