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Welcome to the Church of St. James’, Orillia 
Whether you are a follower of Christ, or on a spiritual journey, all 

are welcome to this Holy and Sacred place. 

From the Desk of Canon John  

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
I have written, preached, and talked a lot about congregational development over the last few months. I have 
attempted to point out the difficulties that we face as a community – St. James’ and other churches. I admit 
this can lead to some anxiety about our future.  
 
In the Wednesday Scripture Study, we have considered the Book of Galatians. Towards the end, chapter 5:22
-25, Paul reminds the Christian community that the ‘fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spir-
it.” The Galatian community enjoyed a powerful experience of the Spirit (3:1-5) and a faith in Christ.  
 
I share this with you because no amount of preaching and lecturing about the requirement for congregational 
development and stewardship will make a difference if we are not prepared to be a community that enjoys the 
fruit of the Spirit. I have noticed that as we return to in-person worship and activities at St. James’, there is a 
sense of joy, laughter, and fellowship as we once again meet each other. I would suggest that we are enjoying 
a powerful experience of the Spirit.  
 
I am moving towards returning to in-person Scripture studies. I intend to have a DVD study of Timothy Keller’s 
The Reason for God: Conversations on Faith and Life which will be in-person and also offered to those who 
can come only in the evening. (We are working on trying to use the zoom platform so we can be both virtual 
and in-person. Some things we cannot undertake such as using a DVD virtually due to copyright issues.) I 
want to ensure you that we continue to follow Covid protocols such as masking, and double vaccinations are 
required for in-person programs other than worship on Sunday.  
 
I think that when we engage in studies and/or participation in worship we are reminded of Paul’s exhortation to 
live in the Spirit, and then we are joyful. This past Tuesday I had a hybrid in-person and zoom meeting with 
the Lay Pastoral Visitors. We talked about how we will keep in touch with members of our congregation. We 
discussed the survey we are doing of local nursing and retirement homes so we can offer them services. I left 
this meeting feeling the Spirit of God was upon us. This is because we were acting on our gifts of peace, love, 
kindness, and generosity.  
 
All of that which I have described are simple things that make us feel the joy of being a community of faithful 
people. I invite you to participate in knowing a powerful experience of the Spirit.  
 
Yours in Christ,  
Canon John 

Dear Friends, 
I wish to advise you that Doug Annesley has advised us that he is resigning his position as 
People's Warden. We give thanks for Doug's service to St. James’ over the last couple of 
years and his contributions to the life of this parish. I personally want to thank him for his un-
tiring work at the rectory over the past summer. 
 
Pursuant to the Canons, I have asked Deputy Warden, Cheryl Kellas to fill the People's War-
den vacancy until such time as a Special Vestry is called. It is my intention to bring this matter 
to Ministry Council and seek their advice regarding the matter of a Special Vestry. 
 
Further, I am pleased to announce that Kristie Webster has accepted the position of Deputy 
Rector's Warden and will assist the Corporation until Vestry 2022. 
 
I would ask your prayers for Judith, Cheryl, Dave, and Kristie as they not only respond to the 
many day to day demands of this wonderful and busy parish but also as they also begin the 
task of drafting a budget for 2022. 
 
Yours in Christ, Canon John 
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Heritage  
Project 

On October 13th, Chris Mitchele, a great grandson of the Rev. Canon Richard W.E. Greene, and other family mem-
bers, presented a portrait of the Canon to the Orillia Public Library, which also has one of Richard’s paintings on 
display. Chris is on the right side of the photo here. The painting was done by Richard’s friend John Wycliffe Lowes 
Forster. John painted over 600 portraits of accomplished people “in politics, royalty, and civic life”. 
 
The Canon was the incumbent at St. James’ from 1888 to 1911 when he retired to Toronto. While in Orillia he built 
the present church in 1891 and restored it after the fire of 1905. Richard was active in the community and helped 
curtail the sale of alcoholic beverages in the town, created the Orillia Sketch Club, and taught landscape painting to 
Franklin Carmichael and Ada E. Greenland. His wife was the first president of the ACW. Both are commemorated 
at St. James’ on the north wall of the church. 
 

Fred Blair 

The Sharing Place prepares its 20,000th meal!!! Here is the 
dedicated team of ladies with a bouquet of flowers given to 

show our appreciation. Our community is truly blessed! 
THANK YOU  
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2021. What can we say about this second year of Covid and the ACW? 
 
First of all, we are still in existence. We were unable to hold our major fundraiser, the Ave-
nue of Boutiques in Nov 2020, and will not be having one in 2021 for the second year in a 
row. We missed holding our Blossom Luncheon in 2020, due to Covid, and again in 2021. St 
Nick’s Children’s Shopping Day was cancelled due to Covid in 2020, and again this year, it 
will be on hiatus. Did you know that in 1980, the gifts for sale to children only did not exceed 
$1.25? And in 2019, the maximum price per gift was only $2.50?  
 
However, the ACW Executive is a dedicated, although small, group of women who have sol-
diered on in these uncertain times. With the excellent help of several ladies in the church 
(and a few men too), we ran a successful Bake and mini Craft Sale in October. Plans are 
underway for the possibility of another one before year’s end. This would not have been pos-
sible with just the 7 ladies on the executive, but thankfully, every woman who is Anglican is 
automatically an ACW member. That’s who we are: Anglican Church Woman; or as is often 
fondly commented on – Anglican Church Workers. 
 
We have been able this year to meet our financial pledge to the corporation of St James’ 
Church, as well as our support of the Honduran Scholarship Fund that St James’ is involved 
in. We fully hope to be able to uphold our traditional contribution to the Arthur Turner Train-
ing School in the Arctic. And we pray that we can again, with the parish support, give a 
Christmas to up to 30 families this year who likely would not otherwise have one, with the 
Wish Gift Project. 
 
Our executive meetings this year have been conducted via Zoom, thanks to Christine Blair’s 
expertise with computers. It has been a real learning curve for some of the rest of us! How-
ever, we continue to have our devotional segment, we pray for the sick and those in need, 
and we share in fellowship by connecting with each other. It will be a while yet before things 
are “back to normal” (pre-Covid) if they ever will be. But the ACW has gone through many re
-inventions and amalgamations over the many years of church history. It is our wish that we 
will survive this change too. 
 
There have always been Marys, Marthas, Esters, Ruths and Dorcas’ involved in church life. 
Each with their own talents used to serve the Lord. The women here at St James’ Church in 
Orillia are no different. Some serve in worship; some in fellowship; some in caring for the 
parish who cannot get out weekly to services or who are suffering a loss; some in outreach 
to those of the community in need; and some with “missions” both home and abroad. On pa-
per, the ACW “group” is one branch of the “Ministry Council” that undertake the projects of 
the church under the supervision of the Wardens and Rector. But the bigger picture is that all 
aspects of the church’s activities are supported by the women of this church. Many, many 
women are involved, or take part in, more than one branch of Ministry Council. All women of 
St James’ are encouraged to use their time, and talents, towards Worship, Learning, and 
Service to live a life in Christ, that strengthened by the Holy Spirit, we all may show forth 
God’s love to others. 
 
The ACW is proud to be a part of the active St James’ family, and grateful to ALL the women 
(and men) who enable this group to be active and vibrant in serving our Lord in this church.  

 
Julia Nicholls 

A.C.W. 

A.C.W. Christmas Bake & Craft Sale 
 

Sat. Nov. 27 from 12.noon to 3 p.m. 
Sun. Nov. 28 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Baked Goods 
(Pies, Cookies, Jams, Pickles) 

Handmade Christmas Gifts  
(Hats, Mittens, Baby Items, Knitting and Sewing) 

Donations accepted for Christmas Hampers 
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An Update from the St. James’ Reconciliation Circle 

As mentioned in the past, a land acknowledgment recognizes the unique and enduring relationship that exists 
between Indigenous Peoples and their traditional territories, prior to colonization and the arrival of settlers, and 
still today. Through research the Circle members have composed the following draft version for St. James’.  
This living document will continue to evolve as our knowledge grows. 
 
‘We acknowledge the first people who walked this land before us. The land on which we gather is the 
ancestral territory of the Anishinabek (ah-nish-in-nah-bek) Nation, specifically the Chippewas of Rama 
First Nation. This territory is covered by the John Collins Purchase of 1795 and the Williams Treaties.  
 
We gratefully acknowledge the beauty and bounty of the land where we live, and our gratitude for the 
earth, the provider of all that is required to sustain physical life. We, as the youngest visitors here upon 
the earth, must ensure that the earth is here for the future generations of all beings that live upon her. 
 
We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land. We are 
grateful for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community, and we commit our-
selves to the work of reconciliation with Indigenous peoples.’ 
 
The Circle welcomes feedback and new members as we continue our learning and journey forward. Contact 
information can be obtained from the church office.  
 
Upcoming discussions will review “Doctrine of Discovery: Stolen lands, Strong Hearts,” a film about a devastat-
ing decision, made over 500 years ago, which continues to profoundly impact Indigenous and Settler people 
worldwide. Pope Alexander VI ruled that the lands being discovered by European explorers at the time was 
“empty” land and its millions of Indigenous inhabitants were “non-human.” 
 
This film is one of the responses of the Anglican Church’s Primate’s  
Commission on Discovery, Reconciliation and Justice. The purpose of  
this film is to respond to the calls to action by helping to provide  
education and insight into the racist foundations of many of our property  
and other laws still in existence to this day. 
 
https://www.anglican.ca/primate/tfc/drj/doctrineofdiscovery/ 
 
 

Worship Leaders and Masks 
Worship leaders (preachers, readers, and intercessors) are able to remove their masks in-
doors for liturgical speaking. Only one person may unmask at a time, and the unmasked 
person must be stationary and physically distanced from others by a minimum of 4 meters. 
When Canon John celebrates, he will continue to be masked when the element of bread 
and wine are before him, and during the distribution of holy communion.  
 
Choir Singing 
There is a gradual expansion of practices relating to singing. Choral singing will be permit-
ted by fully vaccinated choristers, masked and distanced 2 to 3 meters from each other, and 
a minimum of four meters from the congregation. When full choir practices are initiated, the 
same rules will apply. Practices must be in a well-ventilated space and cannot exceed 90 
minutes in length.  
There continues to be no congregational singing permitted.  
Given our space capacity, the need to use mics, and as we are still providing a video ser-
vice to those at home, we are limited to three singers at one time.  
 
Please note that the same rules apply to lease agreement holders such as community 
choirs and musicians.  
A single wind instrument such as a trumpet or flute can be used in a service. The musician 
must be double vaccinated and has to be at least 4 meters from other musicians and the 
congregation. If multiple wind instruments with to perform at the same time (such as a 
band), they will have to have impermeable barriers such as plastic or plexiglass between 
each of them and the congregation.  

https://www.anglican.ca/primate/tfc/drj/doctrineofdiscovery/


 

 

Tea at Three  
on Thursdays 
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Tea at Three on Thursdays at 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. This 
will be a Zoom meeting with no agenda other than to 
connect with Church friends face to face for a casual 
time. Anyone wishing to join should contact Christine 
Blair at: office@stjamesorillia.com for an invitation.  

Pennywise is open Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays  
12 noon to 3 p.m. 

Winter clothing is available now 
For any special occasion come in to see our gowns for $50 (worth $300 or more). 

Masks required. Covid protocols in place.  
CASH only please; small bills or coins preferred.  

A Huge Thank You  
from A.C.W. 

Thank you so much for your support of the ACW Mini Bake and Craft 
Sale that was held on Oct 7th. We followed the Covid Safety rules and 
most of the items were pre-sold. 
 
We would like to thank the bakers and the crafters who made such a 
wonderful selection of goods. It was a smaller in the parlour sale, but 
we had wonderful results earning just over $900.00. So, thank you to 
all the shoppers. It was good to see some friends who have been 
away for so long. 
 
We are hoping to do another mini sale in the auditorium in November 
with a Sunday time slot so that more folk can be involved. It will be a 
good time to pick up some Christmas gifts and more baking. 
 
Many thanks again to all our supporters. 

Blessings - The ACW Ladies 

http://face.an/
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Honduran Missions in Review 

Unfortunately, our report on the Honduran Missions was not included in our recent 
Outreach in Review document that was recently sent out. Therefore, we are sending 
this report to you in the November newsletter. 
 
St. James’ involvement in the Honduran missions began about 14 years ago when a 
group of parishioners travelled there to an established Anglican mission. A second 
group travelled there the following year. These folks assisted with teaching English 
classes to school children, games with young people, Bible studies, and offered friend-
ship while there. They were warmly received by Anglican Hondurans. When the 
groups finished their visit, they asked what Hondurans would appreciate receiving as 
assistance to their people. The Honduran response was that they would appreciate 
funds in a scholarship programme for teen age students so that they might remain in 
school. Upper grade schooling for Hondurans is not free and many students could not 
afford to attend. Ever since that time St. James’ has sent $1500 annually plus $300 
from ACW to their diocese specifically for scholarships. This money usually funds 10-
12 students. The programme has been well received and St. James’ has been able to 
continue that support. We receive detailed reports every year about the students, their 
progress at school and of course, many thanks to St. James’. 
 
This past year has been more challenging. COVID has been rampant in Honduras and 
vaccines almost nonexistent except for medical staff. The Diocesan Bishop was hospi-
talized with COVID and was very ill. Recently he reported that he was recovering, and 
the students have weathered the infection well. Of course, schooling has been greatly 
interrupted. We are anxious to continue to support this Honduran mission helping 
young people improve their lives. St. James’ is to be thanked for their continued sup-
port of this endeavour.  
 
Our second Honduran mission is on the Honduran island of Roatan supporting the 
ministry of Rev. Nelson and KARA Mejia in the parish of the Roatan Episcopal 
Church. Kara is originally from the Diocese of Fredericton, New Brunswick and met 
her husband Nelson when she was in Honduras on a mission trip. They have two 
grown children. Over the years they have been in Roatan they have successfully 
helped establish several parishes on the island, provided numerous programmes to 
feed and educate the local population and spread the gospel of Jesus Christ. In this 
past year Roatan has thankfully escaped a huge impact from COVID 19 as 95% of 
their population is vaccinated. Hurrah for them! They continue to pray for support to 
continue both their evangelism and practical support in Roatan local communities. 
 
We would like to continue to support this mission which is one that focuses on spread-
ing the “Good News” of our Lord in an open minded and generous manner. Before the 
end of 2021 we plan to again send funds to this mission. We do receive regular de-
tailed newsletters about their progress and activities. If you are interested in more de-
tails, we can forward their newsletter to you. Just let us know by calling church office 
705-325-2742. 

Rosemarie Freeman 



 

 

Work at St. James’ 

WOW! 
That’s the only word to say when you see the quality 
of Jen Hill’s craftsmanship! The pipe organ console is 
now resting on a rolling hardwood platform and can be 
positioned in any place within the chancel area! 
Thanks so much Jen for enhancing our worship space 
so beautifully! 

Jeff Campbell 

St. James’ Journey - Volume 17, Issue 2 - November 2021 – page 7 

We are now planning our Christmas project and need your 
support. Last year your donations gave 98 people a better 
Christmas with gifts for the children and food. In November 
families are given a gift card from Walmart, the amount of 
which is based on their number of children. They can pur-
chase a toy or clothing or whatever is needed. In December 
the gift cards are for either Zehrs or Metro for food, again 
based on the number of members of the family. Teenagers 
received Tim Horton cards in lieu of groceries. 
 
If you attend the 8:00 service, please talk with Anne Thomp-
son and for the 10:00 service Julia Nicholls, or you can give a 
donation to Phyllis in the office. The gift cards are ordered 
through our Fundscrip project, so we are again earning funds 
for our church. 
 
Thank you once again for your support The ACW Team 

Christmas Hamper Project 

Showing off the beauty of our sanctuary  

I've never been more appreciated in my life since I 
came to St James’. Happiness is often found in mak-
ing others happy. I'm pleased with the result, I want to 
acknowledge Duncan Campbell, Dave Simpson and 
Doug Annesley for their contributions, however small 

Jen Hill 

New display cabinets given 
to Pennywise from Down-

town Computers are greatly 
appreciated. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/329528537839649/user/100059225240847/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUBLJG5dkAPt6KnS_0E-VkLyUf1LP-YKq5mSp8ZC3qwD4xx2Hns6uEVhBo1xktviKA1ggb2cXkQ36m93TE4y2_A9j4vEYsnYlxcuUIbR7e_7WN0a0cn5CVR7vE2xJUPVjuo12cLmR1sl9TADjpyF_3A9GVBxabarPGWeZEndcHFWN
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November Calendar 
We are not able to provide a calendar of meeting times, events, or programs, due to COVID-19. Please join us for in
-person Worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. or by watching the Sunday webcast service on our website, Facebook or 
YouTube. 
 
Your Ministry Council 
Anyone interested in reading the current Ministry Council minutes may contact the Church office for a copy. 
 
Are you ill? In the Hospital? Now in a nursing home? 
If you or someone you know from our congregation is ill, in the hospital or has moved to a nursing home, please let 
us know by calling the church office. We have no other way of knowing, as the hospital and nursing homes are no 
longer permitted to give this information out due to the Privacy Act.  
 
Hospital Pastoral Care 
Having met the required hospital protocols, Mae Cox, our Pastoral Care Visitor for OSMH, is now able to actually 
visit patients in person. If you know anyone from our Parish Family who is in Soldiers, please notify the Church Of-
fice so a visit can be arranged. 
 
Newsletter Sponsorship 
Each month we ask for a sponsor to support the publication of our parish newsletter. Many of our family receive it 
via the internet but many still enjoy receiving the paper copy and/or they might not have access to a computer. The 
donation of $100.00 each month pays to produce our internet copies, the paper copies and their mailing. Please 
contact Phyllis in the office 705-325-2742 if you would like to sponsor a month. 
 
Fundscrip 
The Fundscrip deadline is Sunday November 7. Orders and cheques (payable to St James' church) can be 
dropped off at the bin at the Gardys’. If you need directions, please call Phyllis in the office 325-2742. Pick up will be 
Friday November 12. Thank you for your continued support of this beneficial project. 

ST. JAMES’ ANGLICAN CHURCH 
58 Peter St. North, Box 272, Orillia, Ontario 

L3V 6J6         325-2742 
office@stjamesorillia.com 

http://www.stjamesorillia.com  
Rector    The Reverend Canon John Anderson 

Editors:   The Communications Committee 

Compositor:  Nancy Noakes-Morrison 

Production:  Phyllis Johnson 

This Newsletter is sponsored by Christine Hager 

November Birthdays 
Nels Auger, Glen Bagley, Murray Cleland 

Elizabeth Gillett, Dianne Howell,  
Len Johnson, Eileen Joyce, Fran 

McCordic, Beth Morun, Maureen Naylor 
 

November Anniversaries 
Kal &Jackie Schmidt  

 

Funny Church Signs 

Acting up in church is like dressing up for an X-ray. 
 
I am also making a list and checking it twice. - God 
 
Prayer. The original wireless connection. 

Wind helps the leaves say 
their final goodbye!  

 
Photography by 

Deb Halbot 


