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Our Vision - A strong faith community, reflecting God's Love to those around us.  
Our Mission - To serve and share Jesus Christ 
Our Values - Faith, Compassion, Integrity, Respect 

Welcome to the Church of St. James’, Orillia 
Whether you are a follower of Christ, or on a spiritual journey, all 

are welcome to this Holy and Sacred place. 

From the Desk of Canon John  

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
On Wednesday, August 27th, we filmed our last two services for the summer (August 29th and September 5th).  
 
On the one hand it was a joyful session with lots of laughter, beautiful singing from our soloists Amy and Miranda, 
and the haunting sound of the cello played by Marta.  
 
It was also a bitter-sweet evening, as we said goodbye to Chris Lewis. For the last year and half, Chris has creat-
ed excellent videos of our services. Jeff, Mark, and I have come to develop a great working relationship and 
friendship with Chris and his wife, Heather. Alas, Chris wants to pursue some of his retirement goals and needs to 
step back from undertaking a weekly service. We thank both Chris and Heather who have contributed so much to 
the life of our parish. I know that they are more than willing to come back and help us with special events. 
 
I am happy that we are returning to in-person worship starting on Sunday, September 12th at 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 
Capacity for services is predicated on the size of the building and social distancing. We expect that we can seat 
about 70 people. Both of these services will be a Eucharist or (Communion in one kind (bread). The same Covid 
protocols remain in place: handwashing, social distancing, mask wearing, contact tracing, and no social time be-
fore and after the services. I encourage everyone to get vaccinated if they have not done so. Presently, those who 
are not vaccinated are permitted to attend worship services but they must abide by the Covid protocols that are in 
place.  
 
For our services on September 12th and September 19th, we likely will have a scaled-down video of the services. It 
is our intention to transition to live-streaming of our services by the end of September. There has been a lot of dis-
cussion amongst members of the worship team and the Corporation about future video services and live-
streaming. Certainly, most of you have enjoyed the high-quality video services that Chris has created. However, 
this comes at a cost and a lot of person hours. It is not sustainable to continue this in the future even if there is an-
other lockdown.  
 
I'd to hear from you about virtual services and you can email me your thoughts at rector@stjamesorillia.com 
a) Is it your intention to watch live-streaming and/or videos of our services? Do you have preference for video or 

live-streaming?  
b) Given we will return to Eucharistic services, will this impact how you watch our services?  
c) If you have been watching our services on our website or YouTube what are your expectations for the future? 

 
Even as we return to in-person services, congregational singing will not be permitted and 
presently we are limited to one soloist at a time (and they have to be masked). It is the in-
tent of Jeff and I that we continue to offer the same music format that we have done over 
the last year and half. This means bringing in instrumentalists such as Marta on cello or 
Alex on violin; using guest soloists to complement members of the choir; and blending tradi-
tional hymns with contemporary offerings. Of course, if you have any comments on this for-
mat, please email me. 
 
I am excited to return to in-person and hope that you are as well. Come and journey; come 
and see!  
 
Yours in Christ, 
Canon John 

mailto:rector@stjamesorillia.com


 

 

We recorded Sunday  
August 22 service!  
What a great team!  
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Work at St. James’ 

Heritage Project 

This is a recently discovered photo of the Rev. Thomas Bolton Read who was the 
third incumbent at St. James’. We have not had a photo of him in the collection of 
church minister photos. Thomas was born in 1816 in Southwark, London, England. In 
1843, he was admitted to holy orders in Toronto. He came to St. James’ in 1854 and 
left in 1862 to serve in Thorold Township. He was present for the construction of the 
stone church in 1857.  

Fred Blair 

When Prince Philip passed away earlier this 
year, a card of condolence was sent to the 
Queen and her family on behalf of the congre-
gation of St. James. Recently we received an 
acknowledgement from Buckingham Palace. 

Mail from Buckingham Palace 

Maryan Vincent was Helen Perry's right hand at Loonie Lunch so when Helen became 
ill, Maryan stepped in without missing a beat. She can be found in the kitchen early on 
Wednesday mornings getting soup ready and preparing for the day. Her organization-
al skills are incredible, and her energy is remarkable. We are lucky she was there to 
take over the reins. 
 
Maryan is also a member of the fundraising team where her organizational skills are 
well put to use. If you attended the Robbie Burns evening you will have seen her as 
part of the Scottish dance team that performed as well as her part in the planning. 
You may also have attended the whisky-tasting: you need to thank Maryan as it could 
not have happened without her and her extensive knowledge of the subject. 
 
We hope this wonderful lady knows how much she is appreciated. Thanks, Maryan! 

Christine Blair 



 

 

Tea at Three  
on Thursdays 
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Outreach Ministry 

Participation is down during the Pandemic. Please 
prayerfully consider taking part of in this worthwhile 
fundraising initiative. Contact the Church Office. 

FundScrip 

Tea at Three on Thursdays at 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. This 
will be a Zoom meeting with no agenda other than to 
connect with Church friends face to face for a casual 
time. Anyone wishing to join should contact Christine 
Blair at: office@stjamesorillia.com for an invitation.  

Diocesan Outreach Conference 
Saturday October 30 via zoom. 

All of you are invited to join us for this annual Outreach Conference featuring guest 
speaker, Rev. Gerlyn Henry, assistant curate at St. Timothy’s, Toronto. In addition, 
you can choose to attend several of many excellent workshops on subjects such as 
affordable housing, food security, refugee resettlement, climate advocacy and many 
more. 
 
The workshop is free of charge. All you need to do is register at 
www.toronto.anglican.ca/outreachconference by Friday Oct.29 
 
This is always an informative and FASCINATING event.  
Don’t miss it! 
 

If you wish to help in the service as a Reader, Sides
-person, Greeter, or with the Chancel team, please 
speak with Canon John or contact the office 

Funniest Church Signs 

We have a prophet-sharing plan. 
 
Son screen prevents sin burn. 
 
When you throw mud, you lose ground. 

http://face.an/
http://www.toronto.anglican.ca/outreachconference%20by%20Friday%20Oct.29
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September Calendar 
We are not able to provide a calendar of meeting times, events, or programs, due to COVID-19. Please join us by 
watching the Sunday webcast service on our website, Facebook or YouTube. 
 
Your Ministry Council 
Anyone interested in reading the current Ministry Council minutes may contact the Church office for a copy. 
 
Are you ill? In the Hospital? Now in a nursing home? 
If you or someone you know from our congregation is ill, in the hospital or has moved to a nursing home, please let 
us know by calling the church office. We have no other way of knowing, as the hospital and nursing homes are no 
longer permitted to give this information out due to the Privacy Act.  
Hospital Pastoral Care 
Having met the required hospital protocols, Mae Cox, our Pastoral Care Visitor for OSMH, is now able to actually 
visit patients in person. If you know anyone from our Parish Family who is in Soldiers, please notify the Church Of-
fice so a visit can be arranged. 
 
Newsletter Sponsorship 
Each month we ask for a sponsor to support the publication of our parish newsletter. Many of our family receive it 
via the internet but many still enjoy receiving the paper copy and/or they might not have access to a computer. The 
donation of $100.00 each month pays to produce our internet copies, the paper copies and their mailing. Please 
contact Phyllis in the office 705-325-2742 if you would like to sponsor a month. 
 
Fundscrip 
The Fundscrip deadline is Sunday September 5. Orders and cheques (payable to St James' church) can be 
dropped off at the bin at the Gardys’. If you need directions, please call Phyllis in the office 325-2742. Pick up will be 
Monday September 13. Thank you for your continued support of this beneficial project. 

ST. JAMES’ ANGLICAN CHURCH 
58 Peter St. North, Box 272, Orillia, Ontario 

L3V 6J6         325-2742 
office@stjamesorillia.com 

http://www.stjamesorillia.com  
Rector    The Reverend Canon John Anderson 

Editors:   The Communications Committee 

Compositor:  Nancy Noakes-Morrison 

Production:  Phyllis Johnson 

This Newsletter is sponsored by Anonymous Sponsor 

September Birthdays 
Fred Blair, Bruce Davis, Jack Gourlie,  

Nancy Hammond, Phyllis Jackson,  
Ed Kalbfleisch, Marilyn Kalbfleisch,  

Cheryl Kellas, Rev. David Lennerton, 
George Northrop, Linda Tiffin  

 
September Anniversaries 

John & Christine Hager,  
Pat & Nancy Morrison  

 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner 

St. James’ and the Sharing Place plan to partner to present a full turkey dinner take-
out for 200 people in the community to be picked up at Sharing Placed on Friday, 
October 8. What a great way to work together! Stay tuned for further details! 
 

Stay tuned for an A.C.W. Bake Sale leading 
up to Thanksgiving weekend! 


