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Our Vision - A strong faith community, reflecting God's Love to those around us.  
Our Mission - To serve and share Jesus Christ 
Our Values - Faith, Compassion, Integrity, Respect 

Welcome to the Church of St. James’, Orillia 
Whether you are a follower of Christ, or on a spiritual journey, all 

are welcome to this Holy and Sacred place. 

From the Desk of Canon John  

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
Welcome back to St. James’, as we embark on our worship, outreach and activities for Fall 2022.  
 
I hope this summer has given you an opportunity to enjoy the lovely weather, reconnect with loved ones, and 
find some time to recharge and relax. I personally have appreciated finding some quiet time at Lisa’s family 
cottage near Barry’s Bay, and Lisa and I just recently returned from a week visiting our daughter Maggie in 
San Diego.  
 
Often, I have used the summer as an opportunity to plan for the services and church events from September 
into next year. While I continued to undertake this process this past summer, I also wanted to find that space 
where the Holy Spirit may be leading me and our church.  
 
My thinking was influenced by two articles that I happened to read.  
 
The first was an article from the United Church magazine Broadview, which described the reality that most 
people in our communities do not know what is happening behind the walls of our churches. People walk and 
drive by churches all the time, but many have no clue how we worship or the important mission and outreach 
work we do in the community. People often see our doors to the narthex shut except for Sundays, and their 
impression may be that our space is not necessarily open and inviting.  
 
The second article was in a Newmarket newspaper and it was a discussion with the local Anglican parish 
about outreach initiatives that churches undertake in their communities. This made me ponder the supportive 
economic impact that our church has on our community. Every dollar we spend in our church budget has an 
economic benefit to the community we live in. This is due to the fact that our mission and outreach supports 
food banks, shelters, affordable space for community groups, and the reality that congregational members are 
typically very community-minded.  

We live in an increasingly secular society so it is important we take several 
steps: 

• We need to make the community aware that our congregational members 
are part of this community and contribute to this community. 

• Blow our own horn! The community needs to be aware of the mission and 
outreach programs that we undertake in our church. The City Council 
needs to know that our contribution makes a difference to the type of 
community we want for all people and that we need to find ways of having 
greater cooperation and support. The community needs to be aware that 
the work we undertake in our church is important to the welfare of the 
community and it is work that would not be done except for us.  

• Continue to find partnerships with our local municipality, service groups, 
and most importantly social services. Also, make volunteer opportunities 
available to non-church members given we no longer have the capacity to 
take on the work we have done in the past.  

 
Continue on next page…. 
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Heritage Project 

This photo is of the St. James’ Sunday School 
Picnic at Couchiching Point in about 1905.  The 
building in the background is the “old bowling al-
ley”. A comment on the back reads “which sur-
vived the fire” When was this fire and what build-
ing was lost on the point? “CHHale” was also 
printed on the back.  Was Harry Hale, of St. 
James’ Church and the Orillia Packet & Times, 
the photographer?  The Hale family memorial is in 
the north transept in the church.  None of the peo-
ple in this photo have been identified. 

Fred Blair 

To date we have seen an ever increasing number of folks from the com-
munity and our own parishioners, as well as parishioners from St. Da-
vid’s and St. Athanasius in attendance. As word spreads so does the 
attendance grow. There are very complimentary words about the break-
fast and the friendly environment. 
 
We have started to receive some ongoing donations to the breakfast 
from businesses in Orillia including Giant Tiger and Leadbetter. Their 
generosity is deeply appreciated. We continue to seek additional dona-
tions in food and funds to support this welcome weekly event to promote 
not only community food security but also promote a warm Christian en-
vironment for people to experience. If you know of some way you can 
help us do let us know. Come join us some Sunday morning soon! 
 

Rosemarie Freeman 

What’s Happening at Sunday Community Breakfast? 

Every Sunday morning at St. James’ many enjoy a fantastic breakfast from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. The menu varies from 
week to week but includes, French toast and bacon, grilled cheese and baked beans, scrambled eggs and sausages, 
burritos (dependent on the week)  and on it goes. It is a true ecumenical venture involving three parishes and  
community friends and hockey players. The teams are fantastic! All are welcome. 

I am happy to see that in many ways much of this is already happening at St. James’. For example, Loonie Lunch 
has had participation from the staff of Starbuck’s; some volunteers at Pennywise come from the community at 
large; and the community breakfast program is made up of both church and community volunteers. Even the up-
coming Maple Leaf Dance on Saturday, September 10th is an example of fundraising and fellowship in a coopera-
tive format, where we want to invite the community at large to share in the fun. We will also be participating in the 
Terry Fox Run as a church and talking about cancer awareness, another important linkage that means so much to 
so many. For all the reasons set out above, I believe it is appropriate and healthy for our church to connect with 
other social causes and programs outside of our church proper.  
 
Let’s continue to let our community know that St. James’ is an important hub in responding to the social needs of 
Orillia and that we are knitted into the very fabric of our city. At this time of seasonal renewal, invite people to come 
and see who we are and what we are all about!  
 
Yours in Christ, Canon John 
 

“The same power that raised Christ from the dead is living in you.” 
Romans 8:11 



 

 

Tea at Three  
on Thursdays 
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Tea at Three on Thursdays at 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. This will 
be a Zoom meeting with no agenda other than to con-
nect with Church friends face to face for a casual time. 
Anyone wishing to join should contact Christine Blair at: 
office@stjamesorillia.com for an invitation.  

Photo Directory 

Please sign up for your photo if have not already done so. 
 
1. Reminder that there's no charge or obligation to buy 

photos, BUT they receive a free 8x10 portrait and a 
free directory. The church receives a $5 donation from 
the company. Pets are welcome. Please let us know. 

2. We need volunteers to call to remind people of their 
appointment and volunteers to register people when 
they arrive. 

3. We would like to let people know that the directory is 
meant for personal use only and not to be used for 
business purposes or to be shared. 

4. Contact information for all parishioners will be pub-
lished in the back of the directory unless people con-
tact the church office or me directly by email 
(leslierfortune@gmail.com) 

Available dates are:  
Saturday September 10 - possibly 1 opening 

Monday September 12 - new date - 1:00 & 7:30 p.m. 
Monday September 26 - 2 openings 

Monday October 17 - 2 openings at 8:00 & 8:30 p.m.  
Wednesday October 19 - openings 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

http://face.an/
mailto:leslierfortune@gmail.com
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Three ways you can celebrate with us: 

In-person Sundays at 8 a.m. or 10 a.m. 

Livestream at 10 a.m. on YouTube 

Sunday 10 a.m. recordings can be viewed any time from our Past-Virtual Services 

Pennywise Thrift Shop  
Sale Specials 

Pennywise & ACW Fashion Show 

SAVE THE DATE!   
On Saturday November 19 at 2 p.m.  
Pennywise and ACW presents: 
 
RENEW and REFRESH - Plan to join us for high tea (savouries 
and sweets) and a fashion show featuring a reimagined runway 
with items from our Pennywise Thrift Shop featuring dazzling 
models of all shapes while enjoying a high tea. Tickets are $20 for 
a great relaxing, fun afternoon! A silent auction also included.  
 

Tickets available at Pennywise Shop  
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday from 12 to 3 p.m.  

or call Church Office at 705-325-2742 

Sale continues with $5 basket of clothing and shoes 
on items less than $10 every  

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 12 to 3 p.m. 
 

Every Thursday All Household items 50% off 
 

Currently some Books are only 25 cents each! 
 

There is also special on Jewelry. 
 

Volunteers welcome!  
Please leave your name & number with shop staff. 

 
Joyce Hird 

“From Mary we learn to surrender to God’s will 
in all things. From Mary we learn to trust even 
when all hope seems gone. From Mary we learn 

to love Christ her son and the son of God!” 
St. John Paul II 
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St. James’ Book Discussion Group 

The St. James’ Book Discussion Group resumes September 12th. Come join us in the Upper Room at 10 a.m. in dis-
cussing our first book of the year Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and the Teach-
ings of Plants by Robin Wall Kimmerer. As a botanist and member of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation, she uses per-
sonal stories from her life as a mother, professor and as an Indigenous person in exploring both Indigenous teach-
ings and scientific explanations in considering current environmental issues. All are welcome to join us for a lively 
discussion and the sharing of perspectives. 

Linda Davidson 

Your library is waiting for you. Many new books have been add-
ed since our last update, so please feel free to browse the 
shelves.  You may be surprised!  There just could be a book 
that speaks to you. Simply climb the stairs or take the elevator. 
Please also, remember to sign out your book. 

Sue Glowa 

Library - Book Review 

FRANCIS The Journey and the Dream  - by Murray Bodo 
 
The book is written as one man's journey into the fullness of the Gospel.  Short chapters 
lead us into the dreams and feelings of Francis as he renounces his wealthy family and 
turns to Jesus and Lady Poverty as his way of life. 
 
The author makes us feel the struggles and joys as Francis lives in a cave, sings in happi-
ness, and attracts many followers.  He cared for the lepers and began walking and beg-
ging.  As more brothers joined him he began the Order of Lesser Brothers, and when a 
young woman named Clare wanted to follow him, he anointed her and took her to a Bene-
dictine convent where she was a lifelong support for him and the Order. 
 
This is a story of Francis' amazing dedication to the life of Jesus.  It was so well written I 
read it overnight, and found it inspiring and a path to prayer. 
 
The author's story in the Preface is interesting as well.  I highly recommend the book. 
 

Martha Howarth 



 

 

St. James’ Journey - Volume 18, Issue 10 - September 2022 – page 6 

Kenya Projects—Our Journey Continues 

Our journey began in 2011, when Rosemarie (retired RN), David Freeman (Pharmacist) and Dr. Fran 
McCordic, parishioners from St. James’, joined Canon Kim Beard on his mission trip to Kenya.  Thirteen 
medical/dental clinics were held during this trip and on our return, we started to explore what could be 
done to contribute to the ongoing needs in Nairobi. We chose to raise funds for laboratory equipment for 
the medical clinic and supply medication at the Holy Trinity site in Kibera and also to supply medication for 
the ACK St. Nicholas Children’s Home in Karen. It took approximately nine months to obtain permission 
from the Revenue Canada Agency to use funds raised through St. James’ for projects outside of Canada 
and to prepare the appropriate documents. In June of 2012 we returned to oversee the opening of the 
new laboratory at Kibera and to organize the medication cupboard for St. Nicholas. 
 

Over the next years, both these projects have remained viable through funds raised by the parishioners, 
friends and families associated with St. James’. Clients served over these years have greatly increased, 
in part due to the availability of free lab testing and medication. The medical clinic, with Dr. Stanley Simiyu 
at the helm, has been designated an official clinic for the diagnosis and treatment of HIV and tuberculosis, 
both prevalent illnesses in Kibera. Dr. Stanley is also now the attending doctor for the children and staff at 
the St. Nicholas Children’s Home. In 2013 we were able to urgently send funds for vaccines when St. 
Nicholas had a typhoid outbreak amongst the children and staff. In 2014 and 2016 we returned and pro-
vided additional medical clinics in Kibera and in Bungoma, at the ancestral home of the former Archbishop 
of Kenya. In 2017 St. James’ donated funds to purchase a new dental chair for the Holy Trinity Dental 
Clinic which was closed in 2015. Dr. Stanley then sent us a report regarding the success of the new den-
tal facility. From September to December 2017, 723 clients were seen and in 2018, they saw 2506 clients 
at both clinics. This is amazing! Those who can pay do so, but no one who needs care at either the medi-
cal or dental clinics is turned away. Over the last 2-3 years The Mother and Child/Family Planning Clinic 
has opened, and uncomplicated deliveries are now being done at Holy Trinity Clinic. In 2021 we were 
able to purchase new ultrasound equipment to replace the used ultrasound that we had donated in 2012. 
The Vine Foundation, charitable arm of the Diocese of All Saints’ Cathedral, Kenya, is responsible for 
providing staff at the medical clinic and now has hired a locum dentist.  Our projects continue to provide 
supplies for the laboratory and dental clinic and medications for both clinics as well as the ACK St. Nicho-
las Children’s Home in Karen. 
 
Our goal is that the clinics will eventually become self sufficient, but this will take time. Our mission trip for 
2020 had to be postponed, because of the Covid Pandemic. Our next mission trip is planned for June 
2023. We have 17 eager participants. Included in our group are Rosemarie and David Freeman, Fran 
McCordic, Nynka Greer, Chris Decker, Ruth and Faith Bark. This trip provides an opportunity to appreci-
ate and fulfill the needs of others as well as to experience many aspects of life in Kenya. We will be rais-
ing funds for general supplies to send in the new year and again in the spring for supplies for the mission 
trip. All donations go to the clinics, participants pay their own way. Please donate through the church if 
you are able. Thank you so much for your support. 
 

Rosemarie and David Freeman,  
Dr. Fran McCordic 

“There is no shortcut to holiness; it must be the 
business of our whole lives.” 

William Wiberforce 
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Our beautiful bell tower  
pictured here in the  

early morning of  
August 16, 2022  

Taken by Jeff Campbell 

Rosemarie Freeman presents  
Scott Wilson, Giant Tiger,  

with a Certificate of Appreciation  
for the ongoing support of the  

Sunday Community  
Breakfast Program. 

Kelly Brownbill’s spirit name, Wabannoongakikwe, means “woman who comes from the East”. She currently lives 
in Barrie, Ontario with her family and is a member of the Three Fires Midewin Lodge. Kelly has more than 20 
years’ experience working with organizations across Ontario helping people become more culturally competent in 
their relationship with Indigenous people. Her work includes conducting cultural awareness programs across a 
broad range of sectors including social services, church groups, health services and municipalities. 
 
Knowledge is the key to finding healthy, equitable relationships. It is important for Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
people, organizations, and communities to relate to each other from a place of mutual respect. Only by educating 
ourselves on the reality of others can we reach that place.  
 
All are welcome to this rare opportunity. Snacks and refreshments are provided. For lunch bring a bag lunch or 
visit a local restaurant. The workshop runs from 9 am to 3 p.m. on Saturday, October 15 at St. James’ Church, 58 
Peter St., Orillia. Donations towards expenses are gratefully accepted at the door. 
 
Register online at  
www.eventbrite.ca/e/a-path-to-healthy-equitable-relationships-tickets-329789728957 for  
“A Path to Healthy, Equitable Relationships-Indigenous culture awareness with Kelly Brownbill 
For further information contact churchoffice@stjamesorillia.com or call 705-325-4477 
 

Rosemarie Freeman 

Interested in Indigenous and  
Non-Indigenous Relationships? 

If you have a desire to understand and seek improved relationships 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people then you are cordial-
ly invited to join us at St. James’ Church, Orillia on Saturday, October 
15. Kelly Brownbill (educator, consultant, facilitator), a member of the 
Mi’kmag Nation in Newfoundland, will be our facilitator for this oppor-
tunity to examine the history of colonization in this area, the resulting 
conditions and realities in local Indigenous communities and offer us 
some tools for engaging Indigenous communities in more positive 
relationships. 

http://www.eventbrite.ca/e/a-path-to-healthy-equitable-relationships-tickets-329789728957
mailto:churchoffice@stjamesorillia.com
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September Calendar 
We are not able to provide a calendar of meeting times, events, or programs, due to COVID-19. Please join us for 
in-person Worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. or by watching the Sunday webcast service on our website, Facebook or 
YouTube. 
 
Your Ministry Council 
Anyone interested in reading the current Ministry Council minutes may contact the Church office for a copy. 
 
Are you ill? In the Hospital? Now in a nursing home? 
If you or someone you know from our congregation is ill, in the hospital or has moved to a nursing home, please let 
us know by calling the church office. We have no other way of knowing, as the hospital and nursing homes are 
no longer permitted to give this information out due to the Privacy Act.  
 
Hospital Pastoral Care 
Having met the required hospital protocols, Mae Cox, our Pastoral Care Visitor for OSMH, is now able to actually 
visit patients in person. If you know anyone from our Parish Family who is in Soldiers, please notify the Church Of-
fice so a visit can be arranged. 
 
Newsletter Sponsorship 
Each month we ask for a sponsor to support the publication of our parish newsletter. Many of our family receive it 
via the internet but many still enjoy receiving the paper copy and/or they might not have access to a computer. The 
donation of $100.00 each month pays to produce our internet copies, the paper copies and their mailing. Please 
contact Phyllis in the office 705-325-2742 if you would like to sponsor a month. 
 
Fundscrip 
The Fundscrip deadline is Sunday September 4. Orders and cheques (payable to St James' church) can be 
dropped off in the bin at the Gardys’. If you need directions, please call Phyllis in the office 325-2742. Pick up will 
be Monday September 12. Thank you for your continued support of this beneficial project. 

ST. JAMES’ ANGLICAN CHURCH 
58 Peter St. North, Box 272, Orillia, Ontario 

L3V 6J6         325-2742 
office@stjamesorillia.com 

http://www.stjamesorillia.com  
Rector    The Reverend Canon John Anderson 

Editors:   The Communications Committee 

Compositor:  Nancy Noakes-Morrison 

Production:  Phyllis Johnson 

This Newsletter is sponsored by Christine and John Hager 

September Birthdays 
Fred Blair, Bruce Davis, Jack Gourlie,  

Nancy Hammond, Phyllis Jackson,  
Ed Kalbfleisch, Marilyn Kalbfleisch,  

Cheryl Kellas,  
Rev. David Lennerton,  

George Northrop, Linda Tiffin 
 

September Anniversaries 
John & Christine Hager,  
Pat & Nancy Morrison 

 

Funny Church Signs 

Dust on your Bible leads to dirt in your life. 
 
No body’s perfect, but a Jesus workout could help. 
 
Need a lifeguard? He walks on water. 
 
Do not leave your mobiles, purses, wallets, handbags 
unattended—others may think it is an answer to their prayers. 


