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Our Vision - A strong faith community, reflecting God's Love to those around us.  

Our Mission - To serve and share Jesus Christ 

Our Values - Faith, Compassion, Integrity, Respect 

Welcome to the Church of St. James’, Orillia 

Whether you are a follower of Christ, or on a spiritual  

journey, all are welcome to this Holy and Sacred place. 

FROM THE DESK OF ARCHDEACON JOHN  

Dear Friends in Christ,  

 

Happy Easter to all of you.  
 
I thank all of you for sharing in what was a lovely and inspiring Easter service. It was amazing to be 

back in our church space with so many people joyfully celebrating the good news that Christ is risen!  

 

I thought what would be in order is an update on the regionalization discussions and our informal 

workshops on St. James’ future.  

 

If you remember, many of these discussions took place prior to Lent. I suggested that over Lent we 

think and pray about St. James’ ministry and finding a path forward in what is certainly a changing 

church landscape in all communities across Canada. I had remarked that we would come back to 

talking about it after Easter. After all, we are people who believe in the mystery of the resurrection: 

that new things will happen and that we can have hope that the Lord is working in our lives.  

 

Regionalization discussions have been held in abeyance for the last few months. In part, this was to 

allow for an inspection of the church buildings and for the volunteer architect to report back to the 

Diocese. It is the intention of the Bishop of Toronto to meet with Congregational Development to as-

sess the state of the Orillia parishes. I have also provided a lot of suggestions to the CAO and Congre-

gational Development department with my thoughts on how things look in Orillia, and suggestions for 

going forward.  

 

The reality is that all the parishes are struggling to commit to a new model of ministry, including St. 

James’. Each parish believes that they still have a role to play in terms of ministry in their parish bound-

aries, serving an existing congregation, and are hopeful that they will grow. I still believe that some 

form of shared ministry model is immediately needed. However, I have participated in several 

churches that have closed and/or amalgamated. It has been my experience that this is truly a pro-

cess of discernment, not only for the clergy but for the congregations. Many times, the participants 

are not on the same page and time is needed to work out solutions. If we rush the process and/or im-

pose it, there will be little support.  

 

Where do we go from here? I think that we really need to focus on St. James’ – acting on our 

strengths and recognizing our challenges and addressing them.  
 

Continued on Page 2 
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Three ways you can celebrate with us: 

In-person Sundays at 8 a.m. or 10 a.m. 

Livestream at 10 a.m. on YouTube 

Sunday 10 a.m. recordings can be viewed any time from our Past-Virtual Services 

It is clear to me that the Diocese does see St. James’ as playing an important role in our local outreach 

ministry to those in our downtown core. We know that with the increase in homelessness, food insecurity, 

and opioid addictions, the needs are great but there is a lack of services and support. The Diocese is in-

terested in working with us to develop St. James’ as a community hub. To that end, I continue to have 

discussions with community partners, including business, the municipality, and Diocesan departments to 

begin a process of putting a structure around such a vision. 
 
It is also clear to me that while we are not out of the woods when it comes to COVID, I am finding a re-

newed interest for people to want to be in their churches for worship, fellowship, and programs. I would 

like to spend more of my time and energy on congregational development, specifically, worship, Chris-

tian education programs, spiritual and pastoral care, and stewardship. This, after all, is the nuts and bolts 

of being a church, but it is also what attracts people to our church. I hope by the next newsletter I will be 

able to share with you what this may all look like. Until then, I invite you to pray and put on your own think-

ing caps about these areas of ministry. Please share with me your dreams, thoughts, and ideas.  
 

Yours in Christ, John 

Anne spent most of the 2nd World War years travelling between Purley, Surrey, UK 

and grandparents in Clifton, Yorkshire. Because their family home was situated close 

to the railway tracks leading to Croydon Airport she remembers the close calls of 

the bombings. Her father was a volunteer fire fighter most nights in London. After the 

war the family moved to Twickenham. 
 
Anne worked as a stenographer at the head offices of Central Electricity Generat-

ing Board. In the evenings and weekends she volunteered in the West Middlesex 

Hospital as part of the National Hospital Reserve. 
 
In 1965 Anne married Anthony Ellison and they emigrated to Canada with their 4-

year-old son Keith. They moved to Orillia in 1968 with their two sons, Keith and Mark. 

Later Anne had their daughter Kay.’ Anthony was a churchwarden under the Rever-

end Canon John Fralick. As soon as the family were old enough and settled in 

school, Anne went to work for 14 years in Trillium Manor from 1975-1989. After that 

she took a nursing course as a caregiver with Helping Hands and worked with them 

until a heart condition prevented her from continuing. Anne was on the Helping 

Hands Board of Directors for about 3 years, and she also volunteered at OSMH in the 

CT department for 2 years until COVID started. 

SPOTLIGHT ON ANNE MURPHY 

Anne’s pastoral care time was spent with Mary Hangard (Johnson) at Trillium Manor visiting people such 

as Mae Bristow.  
 
Anne and her second husband George continued to make their home in Orillia. Anne was George’s 

caregiver until his death in 2016. 
 
She joined the choir with Albert, Anna, and Jeff. Anne loved the music and was privileged to have 

joined the other very talented choristers. 
 
Anne now lives in Oakville to be closer to her family but misses St. James’, the choir, and friends. 
 

Lynda Harris 
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“What I don’t get is how one minute 

we’re a symbol of new life and the next 

minute we’re a sandwich.” 

A cartoon by Teresa Burns Parkhurst.  
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ST. JAMES’ BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 

“Nothing ever seems impossible in Spring” 
L.M. Montgomery 

THE LENT CHALLENGE IS OVER 

A sincere thank you to all who contributed to 

our 2023 Lenten Challenge. Because not all 

contributions are in yet, we cannot report on 

the total amount of money raised but what-

ever it is, it is deeply appreciated. These 

funds raised will be for the support of our Fox 

Lake. Alberta mission and the Honduras 

scholarships – both very much in need of our 

contributions.  
 

Rosemarie Freeman 

ST. JAMES’ RECONCILIATION CIRCLE 

The Reconciliation Circle from St. James’ studied the book True Reconciliation 

by Jody Wilson-Raybauld in April. An eclectic group of people from the com-

munity and a few from St. James’ enjoyed reflecting on the history, advice 

and recommendations made by this writer while enjoying a lovely lunch. At 

the time of writing this note our study is not complete but the group plans to 

continue to examine ways in which we can collectively grow in our under-

standing of each others’ cultures and evolve into a more cooperative, com-

passionate Canadian society. 
 
Stay tuned for further news about the studies and activities of the St. James’ 

Reconciliation Circle. 

Rosemarie Freeman 

Book Selection Month 

The discussion group will be meeting 

May 8th at 10 a.m. in the Parlour to 

suggest, discuss and select books 

we will begin to read come Septem-

ber 2003. Bring your suggestions to 

be considered. 

 

Linda Davidson 
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Congratulations Chip & Ann On Your Wedding April 15th  

Congratulations Jeri! 

Cake cutting after Jeri’s baptism. 

Sunday April 9th  

Funny Church Signs 

Acting up in church is like dressing up for an x-ray. 

 

Can’t sleep? Counting sheep? Talk to the Shepherd! 

 

iPod? iPad? Try iPray! God is listening! 
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WEEKLY ACTIVITIES and WORSHIP SERVICES  

Sunday May 7, 14, 21, 28  

8 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

8:30 - 9:30 Community Breakfast 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist  

Tuesday May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

12 noon Centering Prayer  

12 p.m. Pennywise Shop  

Wednesday May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

10 a.m. Bible Study  

10: 30 a.m. to 12 noon Loonie Lunch 

12 - 3 p.m. Pennywise Shop 

12 noon Holy Eucharist  

Thursday May 4,11,18, 25, 

12 - 3 p.m. Pennywise Shop  

MONTHLY ACTIVITIES and SPECIAL EVENTS  

Tuesday May 2 

2 p.m. ACW Executive 

Saturday May 6 

10 a.m. Coronation of King Charles III 

Sunday May 7 

Food Bank Sunday 

FundScrip Sunday 

Monday May 8 

10 a.m. Book Discussion - Book Selection 

Tuesday May 9 

7 p.m. via Zoom Ministry Council 

Saturday May 13 

9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. A.C.W. Spring Sale 

9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Pennywise Open  

Tuesday May 16 

2 p.m. Pastoral Care Meeting  

Monday May 22 

Victoria Day office closed 

MAY 

A SHOE BONANZA! 

Recently the Pennywise Shop at St. James’ Church, Orillia, received 

an unexpected donation of what seemed like an entire shoe store of 

new and nearly new shoes of all sizes and types. 

REQUEST FOR DONATED BOOKS 

We are always looking for ways to have new and interesting books in our 

church library. We are asking for your help. We would like to have used books 

available for purchase at the upcoming ACW Craft and Plant Sale on May 

13.  If you have books that have been published in the last 5-10 years that 

you think others may enjoy reading, please consider donating them for the 

sale. In this way we hope to purchase new books for the library. Drop off 

Monday May 8 in the morning. 
 
Books may be left at the church office. Thank you for your consideration of 

this cause. 

The anonymous donor had originally intended the footwear to be sent to the needy in Cuba, but that 

plan was thwarted. Consequently, the Pennywise Shop was the recipient of all those shoes. In the spirit 

of the shop (to serve those in need) most of the shoes were donated to a variety of organizations which 

interact with people in our community who could benefit from some new footwear. Some went to the 

Youth Centre, the Lighthouse, Pregnancy Centre and some were set out free for guests at our Loonie 

Lunch and Community Sunday breakfast to take. A selection of shoes is offered for sale in the shop for a 

very nominal price or for free. 
 
Thank you to this mysterious donor! If the shoes couldn’t make it to Cuba, be assured they went to folks 

who really needed them anyway.  
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Your Ministry Council 

Anyone interested in reading the current Ministry Council minutes may contact the Church office for a 

copy. A copy is also posted on Bulletin Board in Hall. 
 
Are you ill? In the Hospital? Now in a nursing home? 

If you or someone you know from our congregation is ill, in the hospital or has moved to a nursing 

home, please let us know by calling the church office. We have no other way of knowing, as the hospi-

tal and nursing homes are no longer permitted to give this information out due to the Privacy Act.  
 
Hospital Pastoral Care 

Having met the required hospital protocols, Mae Cox, our Pastoral Care Visitor for OSMH, is now able to 

actually visit patients in person. If you know anyone from our Parish Family who is in Soldiers, please noti-

fy the Church Office so a visit can be arranged. 
 
Newsletter Sponsorship 

Each month we ask for a sponsor to support the publication of our parish newsletter. Many of our family 

receive it via the internet but many still enjoy receiving the paper copy and/or they might not have ac-

cess to a computer. The donation of $100.00 each month pays to produce our internet copies, the pa-

per copies and their mailing. Please contact Phyllis in the office 705-325-2742 if you would like to spon-

sor a month. 
 
Fundscrip 

The Fundscrip deadline is Sunday May 7. Orders and cheques (payable to St James' church) can be 

dropped off in the bin at the Gardys’. If you need directions, please call Phyllis in the office 325-2742. 

Pick up will be Friday May 12. Thank you for your continued support of this beneficial project. 

ST. JAMES’ ANGLICAN CHURCH 
58 Peter St. North, Box 272, Orillia, Ontario 

L3V 6J6         325-2742 
office@stjamesorillia.com 

http://www.stjamesorillia.com  
Rector    Archdeacon John Anderson 

Editors:   The Communications Committee 

Compositor:  Nancy Noakes-Morrison 

Production:  Phyllis Johnson 

May Birthdays 

Audrey Bell, Marg Casebow,  

Bill Manley, Anne Murphy,  

Gail Ward, Martin Ward 
 

May Anniversaries 

Fred & Christine Blair 

This Newsletter is sponsored by Betty Slocum 

Summer is coming in a few weeks and so are some wonderful music recitals at St. 

James’. Every Wednesday, from 12 noon until 1 p.m. There will be an eclectic series 

of amazing performers, each presenting a one-hour recital in our church. Every-

thing from stories to instrumental to vocal and organ is scheduled. 
 
Stay tuned for details about all the various musicians coming your way. Most of all, 

drop in on Wednesdays to enjoy a delightful hour of great music and lemonade.  

COMING UP THIS SUMMER! 



 

 


