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Welcome to the Church of St. James’, Orillia 

Whether you are a follower of Christ, or on a spiritual  

journey, all are welcome to this Holy and Sacred place. 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

The summer is nearly upon us, and soon our minds will be turning to cottages, recreation, gar-

dening, and relaxing. Well, deserved for all of us!  

 

Lisa and I are looking forward to moving back into the rectory at the beginning of June. Once 

we are settled, we hope to invite the congregation to come to the rectory, have a glass of 

sherry, and look at the renovations that were done. More details to follow!  

 

I want to turn our attention to some stewardship matters as we prepare for summer.  

 

It is my hope that we will try to keep our continuity of having a mid-week Eucharist and Scrip-

ture Study. It is not my practice for ministries to meet during the summer, but I would like those 

interested to keep the conversation going about Young People and Family Ministry. Also, I 

would really like to have a discussion if we are interested in running ALPHA which is a wonder-

ful way to learn more about our Christian faith and sharing it with others who are interested in 

learning. Please speak to me about any of these important subjects if you are interested.  

 

I also wanted to give you a financial snapshot of where we are from Vestry held at the end of 

February 2024. Year-to-date revenues to the end of April are $ 110,379 and expenses are $ 

145,294 yielding a deficit of $ 34,915. Although this situation is concerning, we are only $ 2,550 

over plan. The good news is that offerings and donations revenues are as projected. As I have 

said at Ministry Council the members of this parish do an excellent job of following through on 

their giving commitment made at Vestry. I hope this trend continues through the summer. We 

also do a very good job of keeping our expenses in check. Unfortunately, we are over expens-

es by $3,000.00 largely because of our utilities expense which is over plan due to the seasonal 

nature of this budget line.  

Continue on next page 
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The group was encouraged to imagine moving the altar down in front of the chancel steps for 

regular Sunday worship and to reserve the high altar for special services and feast days. Another 

big discussion item was looking at ways that we might reimagine worship in the church proper to 

accommodate alternative expressions for Sunday liturgy, a space for young people during the 

service, and post-service coffee hour activities. On the topic of young people ministry, there was 

strong group consensus for the engagement of an individual with skills and training specific for this 

ministry. The challenges involved with youth attraction and attendance at church were top of 

mind as the group discussed some of the challenges that we currently face concerning the pre-

sent demographic of the parish. There will be more opportunity to provide feedback at future vi-

sioning sessions in the fall, currently in the planning stages. Stay tuned! 

 

Blessings, 

Dean, Julia, Polly, and Leslie 

Greetings from your Wardens! 

 

The St. James’ Parish visioning exercise continued with a third session on the 

topic of Worship and Young People Ministry following the 10 a.m. service on 

May 5. The attendance was good with a great deal of useful conversation 

about reimagining our worship space. One of the topics of the discussion 

concerned access to the nave and chancel.  

Remember we passed a deficit budget. We continue to seek out license users for 

our space. However, I think that we should give some consideration of looking at 

fundraising initiatives that also encourage fellowship. We are seeing new people 

coming to church on Sundays. As part of our spirit of invitation let us find ways to 

welcome one another! Please, pass on your ideas to the wardens or me. 
 
Peace and blessings be with you.  
 
John  

St. Swithin’s by the  

Rev. Jay Sidebatham 

Solar Eclipse 2024 
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Today, the life & work of musician, Albert Greer, was celebrated 

in Orillia.  
 
I worked alongside Albert for a decade through the Royal Cana-

dian College of Organists (Simcoe-Muskoka), when I was Presi-

dent and Albert was Treasurer. He and I both ran summer organ 

concert series (Albert’s in Orillia, mine in Gravenhurst) and took 

organists out on boat rides afterward (Lake Couchiching and Gull 

Lake) as part of the thank-yous. We had a lot of overlaps. 
 
Albert was a beloved conductor, most notably of The Cellar Sing-

ers, for which he received the Order of Canada. A letter of con-

dolence sent from Healey Willan’s daughter as well as Canadian 

composer, Nancy Telfer, was read by Paul Dodington. Paul’s 

daughter, Amy Dodington, sang alongside Autumn Debassige 

accompanied by Blair Bailey on the organ. 
 
Many of Albert’s original compositions were also performed, in-

cluding descants, a choral amen, etc. Jeff Campbell did a great 

job playing the hymns on the organ in a big, rousing way with the 

St James’ Choir. The service was very well-rounded and was a tes-

tament to Albert’s lasting impact in his effort to leave the world a 

better place than he found it. 
 
The St. Paul’s United Church Choir will conclude this upcoming 

Sunday’s service by singing Albert’s Choral Amen. (Thank you to 

Christina Bosco.)    Dan McCoy 

Farewell to Albert Greer 

Celebrating the life of Albert Charles Alexander Greer Feb 23, 1937- May 9, 2024. 

Funeral service May 16, 2024, at 11 a.m. Albert was the Director of Music and Or-

ganist at St James from December 1981 to March 2018. We give thanks to God 

for Albert’s life and the incredible legacy that he has left behind. 

Jeff Campbell 

Albert Greer (centre) conducting 

Mozart’s Requiem. Me (Dan 

McCoy) at the organ to the right 

before the organ got wheels. St. 

James’ Anglican Church Orillia, 

2017. On timpani, Ross Arnold. 

 

ACW Spring Sale 

https://www.facebook.com/amy.dodington?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVHrdQWZe8B7M2IigCkxvFlkqh5sdCpFHAXc-W5ZxPqT2AUkfYPyrZxyfZ7b64yBlf_G4om8HQCO4qjr4OuoPt_R1hVLJJvexPOHu6tgl6kwoYSA6qsr6T76VlM5zQUFWoIHtRjfqeAJUSTv3I1NUm9E1q22yaRQMC6bR4Ie01z72ZbJJAde9DD4eJHsFr6iPh9mfu3JjYtz
https://www.facebook.com/autumn.ivoryandebony?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVHrdQWZe8B7M2IigCkxvFlkqh5sdCpFHAXc-W5ZxPqT2AUkfYPyrZxyfZ7b64yBlf_G4om8HQCO4qjr4OuoPt_R1hVLJJvexPOHu6tgl6kwoYSA6qsr6T76VlM5zQUFWoIHtRjfqeAJUSTv3I1NUm9E1q22yaRQMC6bR4Ie01z72ZbJJAde9DD4eJHsFr6iPh9mf
https://www.facebook.com/campbellacres?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVHrdQWZe8B7M2IigCkxvFlkqh5sdCpFHAXc-W5ZxPqT2AUkfYPyrZxyfZ7b64yBlf_G4om8HQCO4qjr4OuoPt_R1hVLJJvexPOHu6tgl6kwoYSA6qsr6T76VlM5zQUFWoIHtRjfqeAJUSTv3I1NUm9E1q22yaRQMC6bR4Ie01z72ZbJJAde9DD4eJHsFr6iPh9mfu3JjYtz
https://www.facebook.com/boscoholton?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVHrdQWZe8B7M2IigCkxvFlkqh5sdCpFHAXc-W5ZxPqT2AUkfYPyrZxyfZ7b64yBlf_G4om8HQCO4qjr4OuoPt_R1hVLJJvexPOHu6tgl6kwoYSA6qsr6T76VlM5zQUFWoIHtRjfqeAJUSTv3I1NUm9E1q22yaRQMC6bR4Ie01z72ZbJJAde9DD4eJHsFr6iPh9mfu3JjYtzM1
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60-SECOND SURVEY OF MISSION & JUSTICE VENTURES 

Thank you to everyone who completed the 60-second Social Justice and Mis-

sion survey during the services on Sunday, May 19. It seems like nearly every-

one in attendance gave us some important feedback. This feedback will help 

us analyze and determine what programmes you feel are most valuable and 

our focus for informing you of the needs of our mission ventures. Here is a very 

brief synopsis of the ratings you provided: 
 
Food programs at St. James’ were considered very important services. 
 
According to respondents, Kenya Medical Mission, Fox Lake Alberta Indige-

nous community services, Faithworks, Coldest Night of the Year, and 

Couchiching Jubilee House were all rated very similarly in importance. 
 
We will use your input and separate comments in our decision-making for the 

upcoming Social Justice and Mission involvements at St. James’. Stay tuned for 

future developments! New committee members are always welcome. 
 

Rosemarie Freeman 

HELP PAY DOWN THE DEFICIT 

Order beautiful, personalized Crystal ornaments, pendants, 

and key chains that will arrive in time for Christmas giving. The 

ornaments are approximately 2” across and will be personally 

engraved. These ornaments are perfect for gifts for Christmas, 

new babies, birthdays, anniversaries, etc.! A unique gift for that 

special someone who has everything! 
 
The cost is $25.00 each with the total net profit going back to 

St. James’! 
 
Samples will be available after church almost every Sunday 

(sorry - not June 2nd). Orders must be received with payment 

by Sunday, September 8th. Please note that orders received 

after this date are not guaranteed for November delivery! 
 
Speak to Leslie Fortune for more details by calling the church 

office. 

 

I hope you will join me in this fundraising effort for St. James’! 
 

Leslie Fortune 
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ST. JAMES’ BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP  

The St. James’ Book Discussion Group will be meeting June 10 at 10 a.m. in the 

Parlour to discuss the novel ‘Sweetland’ by Michael Crummey. This story begins 

with an offer to the inhabitants of a remote island in Newfoundland to relocate. 

While each person has been offered a generous compensation package to 

leave, the proviso is that everyone must go. So, what happens when one person 

does not want to leave? All are welcome to come and join us as we meet to 

enjoy fellowship and share our thoughts and comments on this novel. 
 
Note that this is the last meeting until we resume in September. Stay tuned for 

next year’s reading list in a future bulletin. 

Linda Davidson 

“If you truly love Nature,  

you will find beauty everywhere” 

Van Gogh 

ST. JAMES’ RECONCILIATION CIRCLE 

The St. James' Reconciliation Circle invites you to join us for this event.  
 
May 31 (7-9 p.m.) & June 1, 2024 (5:20 a.m. – 5 p.m.) 

Gathering - Festival of First Nations Stories 

Rama Community Hall 

For the time of events and speakers, go to  

https://www.artsorillia.ca/gathering-2024 and view the attached 

poster. All events are free of charge, but making a reservation is en-

couraged, to secure your seat. 

 

Several new books have been pur-

chased as a result of monetary dona-

tions received from our book sales. 

Thank you to those who, through your 

thoughtful donations, have made this 

possible. 
 
When you visit the library over the sum-

mer, you will find these new books on 

the display shelf under the window. 
 
Happy reading! 

Sue Glowa 

“Humans merely share the earth. We can 

only protect the land, not own it.” 

Chief Seattle 

https://www.artsorillia.ca/gathering-2024
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“It’s not how much we give but how much love we put into giving” 

Mother Teresa 
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MONTHLY ACTIVITIES and SPECIAL EVENTS  WEEKLY ACTIVITIES and WORSHIP SERVICES  

Sunday June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

8 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

8:30 - 9:30 a.m. Community Breakfast 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist  

Tuesday June 4, 11, 18, 25 

12 noon Centering Prayer  

12 p.m. Pennywise Shop  

Wednesday June 5, 12, 19, 26  

10 a.m. Bible Study 

10: 30 a.m. to 12 noon Loonie Lunch 

11:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist  

12 - 3 p.m. Pennywise Shop 

Thursday June 6, 13, 20, 27 

12 - 3 p.m. Pennywise Shop  

Friday June 7, 14, 21, 28 

11:30 -1 p.m. Knit/Crochet Group 

Saturday June 1 

10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Women’s Gathering  

Fun & Fellowship 

Sunday June 2 

Food Bank Sunday 

FundScrip Sunday 

Tuesday June 4 

70 p.m. ACW Executive Meeting 

Sunday June 9 

11:30 a.m. Estate Planning 

Monday June 10 

10 a.m. Book Discussion 

Tuesday June 11 

7 p.m. Ministry Council 

Tuesday June 18 

2:15 p.m. Pastoral Care Mtg  

Saturday June 29 

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Pennywise Shop 

Summer Recitals  

Once again, we are presenting Wednesday 

noon-time recitals in the church throughout July 

and August to relax and delight you. Join us 

from 12 noon to 1 pm weekly for some wonder-

ful performances. Relax with lemonade and/or 

bring your lunch. Check the line-up of perform-

ers on the poster. Each week we will issue some 

information in the emailed bulletin about the 

coming week’s performer (s) so you will know 

what’s coming up. 
 

Rosemarie Freeman 

Newsletter Sponsorship Did you know you could sponsor our monthly parish 

newsletter in memory of a loved one, for a special birth-

day or ? A donation of $100.00 each month pays to 

produce our internet copies, the paper copies, and 

their mailing. Presently available months are August, 

September, October, November, and December. 

Please contact Phyllis in the office at 705-325-2742 if you 

would like to sponsor a month. 

(There is no newsletter for the months January and July) 
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Your Ministry Council 

Anyone interested in reading the current Ministry Council minutes may contact the Church office for a 

copy. A copy is also posted on the Bulletin Board in the Hall. 
 
Are you ill? In the Hospital? Now in a nursing home? 

If you or someone you know from our congregation is ill, in the hospital or has moved to a nursing 

home, please let us know by calling the church office. We have no other way of knowing, as the hos-

pital and nursing homes are no longer permitted to give this information out due to the Privacy Act.  
 
Hospital Pastoral Care 

Having met the required hospital protocols, Mae Cox, our Pastoral Care Visitor for OSMH, is now able 

to actually visit patients in person. If you know anyone from our Parish Family who is in Soldiers, please 

notify the Church Office so a visit can be arranged. 
 
Newsletter Sponsorship 

Each month we ask for a sponsor to support the publication of our parish newsletter. Many of our fam-

ily receive it via the internet but many still enjoy receiving the paper copy and/or they might not have 

access to a computer. The donation of $100.00 each month pays to produce our internet copies, the 

paper copies and their mailing. Please contact Phyllis in the office at 705-325-2742 if you would like to 

sponsor a month. 
 
FundScrip 

The FundScrip deadline is Sunday June 2. Orders and cheques (payable to St James' church) can be 

dropped off at the Church office. Pick up will be Sunday June 9. Thank you for your continued support 

of this beneficial project. 

ST. JAMES’ ANGLICAN CHURCH 
58 Peter St. North, Box 272, Orillia, Ontario 

L3V 6J6         325-2742 
office@stjamesorillia.com 

http://www.stjamesorillia.com 
 

Rector    Archdeacon John Anderson 

Editors:   The Communications Committee 

Compositor:  Nancy Noakes-Morrison 

Production:  Phyllis Johnson 

This Newsletter is sponsored by Glen Close 

June Birthdays 

Kay Ashmore, Len Glowa, Ashley Gillett, 

Carter Gillett, Robert Greenwood, Martha 

Howarth, Shirley Huntley, Nancy Morrison  

June Anniversaries  

Marg & Brian Allen, Leslie & John Fortune, 

Sue & Len Glowa, Dianne & Ronald Howell  

FUNNY CHURCH BULLETINS 

• The first ever cordless phone was created by God. He 

named it Prayer. It never loses its signal and you never 

have to recharge it. Use it anywhere. Amen! 

• Why do fathers take an extra pair of socks when they 

go golfing? In case they get a hole in one! 

• The sermon this morning: “Jesus Walks on the Water.” 

The sermon tonight: “Searching for Jesus.” 


