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Welcome to the Church of St. James’, Oirillia
Whether you are a follower of Christ, or on a spiritual
journey, all are welcome to this Holy and Sacred place.

FROM THE DESK OF ARCHDEACON JOHN

Dear Friends in Chirist,

This past Sunday, | preached on one of my favourite passages, Acts 11:1-18. | think this scripture passage
comes at an important time, considering the political and social times that we are living in. We live in a
time of increasing acrimony, a disregard for the human rights of the refugee, and steps towards recon-
ciliation with those who live on the margins seem to have taken a step back. Acts 11:1-18 reminds us
that the Church is a place for all people regardless of our diverse backgrounds.

The Apostles needed to understand the conversion and baptism of the first Gentiles. Jewish people who
were the first followers of Christ could not understand how Peter, contrary to the Torah, had eaten with
the Roman centurion Cornelius and his family in Caesarea (Acts 10:24-29) and then baptized them. They
were critical of Peter and wanted a report from him. Perhaps the most single important question facing
these Jewish followers of Jesus was whether non-Jewish people had to be circumcised and follow the
Torah, or whether Gentiles could be allowed in and remain Gentiles.

| cannot overstate how important this question was for these people. This will be a paradigm shift in the
thinking of these Jewish people, which would launch the Christian church.

In this reading, Peter recounts his vision of the sheet, and that God had shown him that he should not
call any creature impure or unclean (10:28). The New Testament scholar, John Stott, accepts that the
sheet is the Church and that it will contain all races and classes without any distinction at all. Peter was
convinced that God wanted to accept Gentiles into the Church. God had given the same Spirit to
them as given to the Jewish people.

As Stott argues, since God makes no distinctions in this new society, we have no liberty to make them
either. Yet Stotft observes the Church has continually fought such unity or the equality of members of
Christ. Even Peter would have a lapse in his convictions. As Stott argues, “All such discrimination is inex-
cusable even in non-Christian society; in the Christian community it is an obscenity (because it is offen-
sive to human dignity) and a blasphemy (because it is offensive to God...)".

Peter preached the gospel to Cornelius, and he turned from his old ways (repented) and believed in the
gospel. He then received the gift of the Spirit. We, as the readers, begin to see how the converted were

to be accepted into this Church. It is the power of the gospel which
draws Paul, Cornelius, and those like myself who convert, to be a fol-

Iugﬁﬂgﬁ:ﬂg{sﬁw lower of Jesus; it is the idea that there is salvation for everyone who
wsg'snﬁﬂlirﬁz%m’ believes, first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.
e TOsE Bihe If God is speaking to Peter, who is he to hinder God?¢ Better yet, who

b are they or any of us to hinder God? For our purposes tfoday, we must
acknowledge that a diversity of people are coming into our church-
es, people from all walks of life who tell us that they to want to be fol-

lowers of Jesus.
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Yet we in the Church can put up barriers to prevent people from coming in. We can cite Scripfure to hinder
them from joining our church or qualifying their acceptance. | have seen people with disabilities who are
quietly forced to leave their church; | have seen people of different sexual orientation asked to leave the
church; and even in parts of the Anglican Communion, women clergy are still seen as being lesser than their
male counterparts. The Church has done a terrible job of not adhering to Peter’s vision, and we have ex-
cluded based on nationalism, tribalism, sexism, sexual orientation, race, and socio-economic status. When
we close the door to people coming intfo our Church, we lose out. We are saying no to God. We can do bet-
ter, and we are doing better.

Recently, the Diocese of Toronto has hired a person to serve as our DEI (Diversity, Equity, Inclusivity) facilitator.
| think this is good news because our Anglican Church is becoming a wonderful, diverse place. The fastest-
growing congregations in our church are Chinese, Tamil, and Spanish. Our communities that we live in are
becoming more and more diverse.

The more we learn about diversity, the more we will grow in the Spirit. | know that the same growth in the Spir-
it is happening “here in this place”, a place where kingdom work is being done now! This is God's plan for
the Church, and who are we to hinder God?

Peace, John

THE WARDENS' CORNER

Greetings from your Wardens!

Spring is here. Finally, the snow is gone from our areaq, the trees are in leaf, and the flow-
ers are starting to bloom. Before we know it, summer will be here!

Many are still dealing with the historic ice storm in April. People continue to repair dam-
age and clean up the fallen brush and branches. We had to cancel events and even
had to cancel Sunday services! The Mariposa House Hospice Presentation was resched-
uled to May 25'". We hope you were able to learn more about this fantastic, caring facili-
ty. We saw good things happen as a result of the storm. Neighbours helping neighbours
became the norm. Let us hope that this continues! It is heartwarming to see friendships
form as people come together to help each other.

We would like to thank those who make our parish a warm and welcoming church. Our
volunteers are amazing! Please know that we appreciate everything you do by sharing
your fime, talent, or tfreasure! You are worth a mint to us!

How exciting that our own Dean Jobin-Bevans is now the Reverend Dean Jobin-Bevans!
We applaud the dedication and hard work needed to achieve this goall Dean’s ordina-
tion as Deacon was in Sault Ste. Marie. He was delighted to see the parishioners who
drove 6 hours each way to support him on this very special day! Sunday, May 25" was
his final service at St. James’, and we celebrated with him with well wishes, cake, and a
gift. We will miss Dean as he moves north to Thunder Bay to begin his ministry as a Dea-
con in the Diocese of Algoma. May God bless you, Dean, in this new chapter of your life!

Congratulations to Wendy Slattery! Wendy is a faithful member of our choir and is a very
active member of the parish. Wendy was inducted into the Orillia Sports Hall of Fame for
developing and expanding the game of tennis in Orillia. Wendy is an avid player as well.
Kudos Wendy!

The choir was disappointed to cancel their church fundraiser in May. They plan to re-
schedule this event for the fall. Watch your newsletters and bulletins for the new date.
This will be an evening of fellowship, food, and of course, music! Plan to come out and
socialize with your church family and friends as we raise funds for the church and music
program.

Continues on next page
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As we move intfo summer, we look forward to meeting new people who are visiting our church and ar-
ea. Please infroduce yourself to them and make them feel welcome.

Things are winding down here at St. James'. Committees are taking a break, and the Community Break-
fast will be put on hold for July and August to allow the volunteers to have a rest. We hope that you can
take time to enjoy God's beautiful world...relax, read a book, do some gardening, have a campfire,
meet new people, or visit new places. If you will be travelling to cottages or other vacation venues, per-
haps you will be able to attend a church in the area you are visiting. Bring back a bulletin or newsletter if
possible. It is interesting for us fo hear how things are done in other areas. We look forward to seeing you
back in the fall. We wish you safe travels and a wonderful summer!

Blessings, Julia, Sue and Leslie

CHURCH LIBRARY

Thank you to everyone who came to support our book sale, which was in
conjunction with the ACW craft, bake, and plant sale.

In particular, I'd like to thank Mae Cox and Charlene Russell for their com-
bined donations of well over 200 books.

We were able to collect $200.50 from the sale. We plan to use that money
to purchase several new books for the church library. These new books will
be used to enhance the collections of our various ministries.

Happy reading! Sue Glowa

ST. JAMES’ BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

An open invitation to anyone interested in participating in future book discus-
sions - you are more than welcome to join us on June 9th as we select the
books we will read over the coming year. We will be reading a range of sug-
gested books - both fiction and non-fiction. Our June meeting will see us discuss
and select books that are suggested by members for consideration. We will
hear a short synopsis of books recommended to help us in selecting the books
we will read. More than one book can be suggested.

Even if you have no suggestions to make but are interested in helping plan for
the next year beginning in September, please join us on June 9th in the Church
Parlour at 10 a.m. Linda Davidson

St. James’ has been part of Orillia's history officially

, since 1841. The church was initially a frame building,

ST- JAMES’ HISTORY then was upgraded to a brick building in 1857. There

_ followed numerous upgrades and additions over the

~a years, including a fower and bell in 1863, though both

fell into the church vestry that same fall. The Rev. Can-

on Richard Greene became the incumbent for St.

James' in 1888, and incidentally taught painting to

Franklin Carmichael. In March 1891, under Rev.

Greene, the old stone church was taken down due to

an unsafe foundation, and the new church was

opened. St. James' has undergone many renovations

and improvements to become the impressive structure
we see today.
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MusIC FOR A RELAXING SUMMER 2025

Once again, this summer, St. James’ is offering Wednesday noontime recitals in the church, from 12 noon
to 1 p.m. every week in July and August. You are invited to attend (bring a bag lunch if you wish) and re-
lax with an eclectic selection of vocal and instrumental music from week to week. These interludes will
provide some precious moments of tranquility for you during busy summertime schedules. We hope you
can join us. Free will offering only.

First on this summer’s schedule on Wednesday, July 2, is organist and music director, Marshall
Martin from St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church. Marshall is fondly known for his charming man-
ner and superb organ mastery. Don’t miss this recital!

On July 9, we welcome back Ron Greidanus and Madison Deppe. These two have appeared
at St. James' before with piano and flute music par excellence. Ron is an internationally
known pianist and conductor of the Georgetown Bach Chorale. As a recitalist, chamber mu-
sician, soloist, and choral conductor, he certainly has an eclectic music career. Madison is an
equally accomplished musician. This is a recital not to be missed.

July 16 infroduces us to Dan McCoy, music director at St. Paul’s United Church, and his spe-
cial guest artists. Dan is a versatile organist and pianist, and his “special guests” are all certain
to entertain you

July 23 promises a delightful hour with young Cadence Brassard from Collingwood. Co-
dence is a fast-emerging, talented young organist in town to conduct a workshop for young
organ students this week. She takes time out to dazzle us with her talent

July 30 recital features versatile vocalist, Christina Bosco, of local fame. Christina is the lead
alto at St. James’ and generously lends her talents to many concerts and events around the
area. Her guest artist is internationally acclaimed pianist Kyung-A Lee. This will be a memora-
ble musical event.

August 6 is a performance certain to delight you. Guest artists are Autumn Debassige and
Blair Bailey, both well-known in the Oirillia area. This comfortable duo is certain to provide you
with their vocal and piano music to delight you. Autumn has sung at St. James’ many times
and performs as a professional soloist throughout Ontario. Blair is locally famous as a renais-
sance musician of piano, organ, performance, and choral conductor. These two will thrill you
with their music.

August 13, we welcome once again John and Susan Smith, regular guests at our noon-time
summer events. Join us for an hour of their soothing, relaxing music. Susan plays both the Celt-
ic harp and the piano, and John plays the clarinet. This duo offers a wonderful hour of music
that will leave you feeling refreshed for the rest of your day. Don’t miss them!

August 20 concludes our noon-time music events with a stunning piano performance by Oril-
lia’s Brent Mayhew. Brent has performed here before at our noon-time sessions, and audienc-
es are captivated by his skill and sensitivity in piano music performance. What an amazing
way to wind up our summer music

You won't want to miss these stunning performances! In our weekly church bulletins and on our parish
website, we will provide weekly updates of the upcoming recital for that week, so be sure to check out
what's coming up on Wednesdays every week. Bring your bag lunch. Lemonade served.
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WENDY SLATTERY HONOURED

On May 10, | was inducted into the Oirillia Sports Hall of Fame for tennis, in the
Builder category. This means | was recognized for everything I've done to pro-
mote tennis since 1964. It includes forming the Orillia Tennis Club in 2002 and lob-
bying the council for new courts in 2007/8 at Rotary Place.

There was a Gala dinner. After | delivered my speech, | had to unveil the por-
trait. It will be used in the Hall of Faome display in the Rec. Centre, along with eve-

ry inductee since 2015. Wendy Slattery
[ ATENTION |
@ CHURCH FUNNIES | SEWERS, KNITTERS, CRAFTERS |
|_ =

e L e

e A priest, a pastor and a rabbit walked in to a blood
donation clinic. The nurse asked the rabbit: “What is
your blood type?2" “I am probably a type O" said
the rabbit.

A.CW.is clearing out
their cupboards. If
- you are interested in
# fabric, yarn or craft

) materials, please
e Why didn't they play cards on the Ark?2 contact Chistine or
Because Noah was always standing on the deck. Anne by calling the
e How do we know Peter was a successful fisherman? Church office

By his net income.

MONTHLY ACTIVITIES and SPECIAL EVENTS
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES and WORSHIP SERVICES

Sunday June 1
Sunday June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 Food Bank Sunday

8 a.m. Holy Euchairist
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist Tuesday June 3

8:30 — 9:30 a.m. Community Breakfast 7 p.m. A.C.W. meeting
Tuesday June 3, 10, 17, 24 Thursday June 5

12 noon Centering Prayer

12 - 3 p.m. Pennywise Shop
Wednesday June 4, 11, 18, 25
10 a.m. Bible Study

11:30 a.m. Holy Euchairist

10: 30 a.m. to 12 noon Loonie Lunch 10 a.m. Book Discussion

12 - 3 p.m. Pennywise Shop Tuesday June 17
Thursday June 5,12, 19, 26 2:15 p.m. Pastoral Care Mtg.

12 - 3 p.m. Pennywise Shop Saturday June 21

7 p.m. Choir Practice 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Pennywise Shop
Friday June 6, 13, 20, 27 Sunday June 22

11:30 a.m. Prayer Shawl Group 12 noon Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon
Sunday June 29
Canada Day Service

FundScrip Sunday

6 p.m. Worship Committee Mtg.
Sunday June 8

Celebration on the Lawn with St. Paul’s
United Church following the service

Monday June 9
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Your Ministry Council

Anyone interested in reading the current Ministry Council minutes may contact the Church office for a
copy. A copy is also posted on the Bulletin Board in the Hall.

Are you ill? In the Hospital? Now in a nursing home?

If you or someone you know from our congregation is ill, in the hospital or has moved to a nursing
home, please let us know by calling the church office. We have no other way of knowing, as the hos-
pital and nursing homes are no longer permitted to give this information out due to the Privacy Act.
Hospital Pastoral Care

Beth Morum is a Pastoral Care Visitor for OSMH now as well as Mae Cox. If you know anyone from our
Parish Family who is in Soldiers, please notify the Church Office so a visit can be arranged.

Greeting Cards for Parishioners

Lay-Pastoral Team and ACW have had an important ministry of sending out greeting cards for birth-
days, anniversaries, sympathy, or get-well cards. If there is a parishioner that you wish a greeting card
to be sent to, please let us know! Contact the Church office to connect with Christine Blair for Birthday
or Anniversary Cards or Lynda Harris for Thinking of You, Sympathy, Get Well or Congratulations.
Newsletter Sponsorship

Each month we ask for a sponsor to support the publication of our parish newsletter. Many of our fam-
ily receive it via the internet but many still enjoy receiving the paper copy and/or they might not have
access to a computer. The donation of $100.00 each month pays to produce our internet copies, the
paper copies and their mailing. Please contact Shannon in the office at 705-325-2742 if you would like
to sponsor a month.

The Next Newsletter

If you wish to place a submission, announcement, prayer, pictures etc. into any future newsletter,
please contact Nancy at nancynoakesmorrison@gmail.com. Please provide any submissions for the

August Newsletter by Wednesday July 23, 2025. NO JULY NEWSLETTER.
FundScrip

The FundScrip deadline is Sunday June 1. Orders and cheques (payable to St James' church) can be
dropped off at the Church office. Pick up will be Sunday June 8. Thank you for your contfinued support
of this beneficial project.

June Birthdays

Christina Bosco, Kay Ashmore, Robert Greenwood, Martha
I'L?‘ Biﬂ'hdﬂ'f and Howarth, Shirley Huntley, Nancy Noakes-Morrison, Len Glowa
nnive I_"Sﬂ ry to.. June Anniversaries

.
kﬁpﬁw * Lo, Brian & Marg Allen, Leslie & John Fortune, Len & Sue Glowa
L L Diane & Robert Howell, Jeff & Alison Campbell

. ST. JAMES’ ANGLICAN CHURCH
July Birthdays 58 Peter St. North, Box 272, Orillia, Ontario
Audrey Bell, Diana Bell, Polly Burns, Ron Clarke, Leslie L3V 6J6 705 -325-2742
Fortune, Lori McCelland, Sheila McLachlan, Judith So- office@stjamesorillia.com
phie, Susan Smith, Bill Tiffin, Debbie Woodman http://www.stjamesorillia.com
MYM Rector Archdeacon John Anderson
John Anderson and Lisa Walters Editors: The Communications Committee
Alan and Sophie Cooper Compositor: Nancy Noakes-Morrison
Brian and Heather Crate Production: Shannon Walker
Dave and Rosemarie Freeman
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This Newsletter is sponsored by Guy Close in memory of his mother June Close.




