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Welcome to the Church of St. James’, Orillia 

Whether you are a follower of Christ, or on a spiritual  

journey, all are welcome to this Holy and Sacred place. 

Dear Friends in Christ,  
Welcome back from your summer holidays. I hope all of us have had an enjoyable and relaxing summer. I 

want to draw your attention to some events coming up and some changes in our worship.  
 
The big news for celebration is that a new Associate for the Parishes of Huronia has been appointed. His 

name is the Rev. Samuel Fayomi, who begins his ministry on Monday, September 1st. Samuel has been a 

priest for the past sixteen years. Samuel and his wife Ope moved to Canada from Nigeria about two 

years ago. While not appointed as the Associate for St. James’, you will see him here for worship, meet-

ings, and Christian education programs. Please welcome Samuel and Ope when you see them in your 

travels!  
 
Starting on Sunday, September 7th, we will move our services from Stubley Auditorium to the church prop-

er. The main change that you will notice is that we will be using the memorial altar at the top of the chan-

cel steps and not the high altar. This will be for both the 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. services. The high altar 

will be reserved for high Feast Days and special services. The choir will be grouped behind the altar. This is 

a common liturgical change in most churches of our size and reflects the changing patterns of worship 

and given that we have less attendance. I encourage people to move forward in their pews.  
 
You will also note that we will be making changes to the order of service. For the same reason we 

changed it this summer, we recycled the order of services, and this is wasteful. We also need to be mind-

ful of paper and ink costs. The order of service will refer to page numbers in the Book of Alternative Ser-

vices (Green Book), but will continue to print parts of the service when I use a different liturgy, prayers, 

and music.  
 
Starting on Wednesday, September 17th, the mid-week Eucharist will resume. However, it will have a new 

start time of 11:00 am. I have decided to cancel the Scripture Study that was being held on Wednesday 

at 10:00 a.m. Wednesdays will become a time when Rev. Samuel joins me here at St. James’ following the 

Eucharist. Every month I will also be inviting the Sunday supply clergy and Lay-Readers to join us. Rev. 

Samuel and I are planning a parish-wide Scripture Study for the Parishes of Huronia, including St. James’. 

Also, I want to return to Adult Sunday School starting in October. We will use the format of a DVD study in 

the parlour/general meeting room.  
 
Rev. Samuel and I are also interested in starting an ALPHA program for all the parishes. If you have an in-

terest in ALPHA, and wish to attend and/or volunteer, please speak with me.  
 
Finally, on Saturday, September 27th at 2:00 p.m., St. James’ is hosting the “Lift Up Your Hearts” Eucharist. 

The guest preacher is Rev. Dr. Robert Hurkman from Trinity Streetsville, and he is a gifted homilist. The bish-

ops will be attending and celebrating the Eucharist, and the music will be choral, along with a small 

praise band! This is the fourth of five services celebrating the Season of Spiritual Renewal, and it is the only 

one being held outside the GTA. “Lift Up Your Hearts” is open to all, and we hope to see people from far 

and wide in the northern part of the Diocese. If you are from another parish and wish to sing with our 

choir, please let me know. A great reception will follow. Please come and invite your friends, family mem-

bers, and neighbours!           Peace, John 

Our Vision - A strong faith community, reflecting God's Love to those around us 

Our Mission - To serve and share Jesus Christ 

Our Values - Faith, Compassion, Integrity, Respect 

FROM THE DESK OF ARCHDEACON JOHN  
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Greetings from your Wardens! 
 
While there is still a little summer left, change is happening. The 2-month heat wave ap-

pears to have broken, giving us much more bearable weather. The drought that had 

seized us for weeks and weeks has also changed with the arrival of much-needed rain. Is 

it too late for the farmers’ harvests? I hope not. Have you noticed that the sun is setting 

before 8:00 pm?  
 
A lot of change is in the air. Back to school for the kiddies. Back to our groups meeting in 

the church: the Wednesday morning Eucharist, Choir Practice, and the Yoga classes, just 

to name a few. Another change in our routines is that we will be returning to the church 

proper for our 10:00 a.m. service effective the 7th September. 

CHURCH FUNNIES 

Change can be challenging. It can also be stimulating and exciting. Without change, there can be no 

growth. The water in a pond will stagnate and evaporate without fresh water changing the status quo. A 

butterfly will never know it can fly without changing from its pupa (chrysalis) state. 
 
And so we prepare ourselves for potential change to our congregation, to our building, and to our rela-

tionships with each other.  We continue to search for and investigate ways to support both our physical 

building and our mission programs financially. We are still seeking volunteers to enable the Community 

Breakfasts to continue this fall, remembering Jesus’ statement that “whenever you feed the hungry, you 

feed me”. We look forward to meeting a new face, Rev. Samuel, as he works alongside Archdeacon 

John with moving the Regionalization initiative (The Parishes of Huronia) forward.  
 
There will be more changes to come, I’m sure. Whether we meet them as troublesome problems 

(challenges), or exciting possibilities, is up to each member of our Parish Family individually. However, we 

ask that you keep an open mind, give each change a chance, and then make your suggestions known 

regarding the tweaks you believe would make us stronger and more vibrant, and more capable of living 

out the Lord’s word. 
 
Blessings to you all, 

Julia, Leslie and Sue 

• What do you call a sad strawberry? A blueberry. 

• If you boil a funny bone, it becomes a laughing stock….that’s humerus. 

• Mother to child: “And then a man named Lot was warned to take his wife and 

flee out of the city. She turned around and was turned into a pillar of salt.” 

Child: “What about the flea?” 
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FOLLOW ST. JAMES’ ON INSTAGRAM! 

You can now follow St. James’ on Instagram – Here’s how: 

1. Go to Play Store and download Instagram app. 

2. Once downloaded “open” the app 

3. Create your account and choose your username.  

4. Set up your profile with a picture, bio and links. 

5. Choose the more suitable type of Instagram account. 

6. Customize the notifications that you want to receive. 

Then in the search tool look for stjamesanglicanorillia and follow us.  

SIMCOE COUNTY  

DOORS OPEN 

On September 13, St. James’ 

Church, will be part of 

Simcoe County Doors Open 

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  There 

will be a slide presentation 

of the church history, a print-

ed tour guide for the church 

building, and Fred Blair will 

be present to answer ques-

tions about the history of the 

land from 1828 and the 

church history from 

1841.  The High Tea will be in 

the auditorium on the same 

day, so a tour of additional 

church rooms will not be 

available that day. 

The Sept. 13 Doors Open event at the church needs volunteers 

who can help for 1 to 2 hours from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Please call 

Church office leaving a message for Fred Blair if you would like to 

know more about this event and to register as a volunteer. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

ST. JAMES’ BOOK  

DISCUSSION GROUP  
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 8 at 10 a.m. 

The Sweetest Hallelujah 

The Book Discussion group resumes on Sep-

tember 8th at 10:00 a.m. in the Parlour to dis-

cuss the novel ‘The Sweet Hallelujah’ by 

Elaine Cressey. The book pivots around the 

relationship between two women and a 10-

year-old girl as their lives intertwine, exploring 

the events and people that ultimately 

change their lives.  
 
All are welcome to join in for an hour or so of 

discussion, camaraderie, and coffee.  

All thoughts and opinions welcome!  

Linda Davidson 

This is the ONLY ONE of the five 

Special Services being held 

OUTSIDE OF THE GTA. Let’s fill the 

church will us “Northerners”! 

Reception to follow. 



 

 

“Where words fail, music speaks. 

Hans Christian Andersen 
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As summer draws to an end, so does our Wednesday Noon Music 

Events, here at St. James’. It has been a stunning season of talented 

performers and amazing music. The season was initiated by Marshall 

Martin from St. Andrew’s Church on the organ. He was his usual charm-

ing, articulate self and got us off to a great start. 
 
Dan McCoy (from St. Paul’s) and his entourage delighted us with his ec-

lectic presentation involving organ, duo piano, comedy works, and en-

tertaining dialogue. 
 
 Following that, we welcomed 16-year-old Cadence Brassard, whose 

brilliance on the organ left us in awe of her talent and charm. This 

young woman is likely going places in the world of organ performance! 
 
The end of July featured Christina Bosco, Kyung A Lee, and Ken Baker. 

This trio amazed a large audience with their outstanding and thorough-

ly delightful musical performances  

A SUMMER OF BEAUTIFUL MUSIC 

Autumn Debassige and Blair Bailey once again served up a fantastic 

menu of popular music. We were mesmerized by their performance – 

truly a delicious meal of music! If you were there, you will know the ref-

erence to menus and food! If you missed this show, I am sorry. 
 
Once again, Susan and John Smith brought us their truly calming, 

peaceful music featuring the Celtic harp, clarinet, and piano. These 

two always leave us relaxed and mellow and in a happy frame of 

mind. 

 

Winding up our season was Brent Mayhew on the piano and his guest 

artist, Avisa Shah Mansouri, Soprano. Brent always provides a stunning 

piano concert, and we were delighted to introduce his guest with her 

gorgeous voice. 
 
Attendance at all our events was excellent, and audiences regularly 

reported being delighted to attend and heartily complimented the 

artists. 
 
Many thanks for the help of Cyndi Lewis with sound, lights, and other 

production-type elements.  She was an amazing assistant. 
 
In addition, thanks to Chip and Ann Weist and Dave Freeman for Lem-

onade assistance, and to Nynka Greer, who was the concert host for 

the last two August events while I was away on holiday. Great to have 

such help!  

 

Rosemarie Freeman 
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Three ways you can celebrate with us: 

In-person Sundays at 8 a.m. or 10 a.m.  

Livestream at 10 a.m. on YouTube 

Sunday 10 a.m. recordings can be viewed any time from our Past-Virtual Services 
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How well we remember the glorious music that the late Albert Greer brought 

to our parish and our community! His marvellous voice, his expert teaching 

skills, his organ playing, and amazing leadership in choir direction, composing, 

and mentorship continue to resonate. Let us not forget what he contributed to 

this church and the community. 

A MEMORIAL FOR ALBERT GREER 

As you know, a plan is already well in place to have two 

beautiful small stained-glass windows installed in the church 

on the north side of the high altar, opposite windows on the 

other side dedicated to the previous organist, Gerald Death. 

The artwork for the Greer windows can be seen viewed here 

and in the church narthex. They are gorgeous scenes from 

nature in our area and represent some of the natural world 

beloved by Albert. The inscription will read “My life flows on in 

endless song. How can I keep from singing” Truly, this cap-

tures Albert’s devotion to music. 

If you would like to donate to the installation of these win-

dows, your contribution, large or small, can be made by 

cheque payable to St. James’ Anglican Church, cash, or e-

transfer to office@stjamesorillia.com. Just be sure to include 

your name and address on your donation envelope for in-

come tax purposes and designate your contribution to Al-

bert Greer Memorial window. Upon completion, we antici-

pate a parish dedication ceremony in thanks for these win-

dows in remembrance of a great musician, Albert Greer. 
 

Rosemarie Freeman 

mailto:office@stjamesorillia.com
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WEEKLY ACTIVITIES and WORSHIP SERVICES  

Sunday September 7, 14, 21, 28 

8 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist  

Tuesday September 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

12 noon Centering Prayer   

12 - 3 p.m. Pennywise Shop  

Wednesday September 3, 10, 17, 24 

10: 30 a.m. to 12 noon Loonie Lunch 

11 a.m. Holy Eucharist  

12 - 3 p.m. Pennywise Shop 

Thursday September 4, 11, 18, 25 

12 - 3 p.m. Pennywise Shop  

7 p.m. Choir Practice 
Friday September 5, 12, 19, 26 

11:30 a.m. Prayer Shawl Group 

 

Wednesday September 3 

7 p.m. A.C.W. meeting 

Thursday September 4 

6 p.m. Worship Committee Mtg. 
Sunday September 7 

Food Bank Sunday 

FundScrip Sunday 

Monday September 8 

10 a.m. - Book Discussion 

Tuesday September 9 

Ministry Council 7 p.m. in person 

Saturday September 13 

2 p.m. - 4 p.m. High Tea 

10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Doors Open  

Tuesday  September 16 

2 p.m. Pastoral Care Mtg. 

Saturday September 27 

2 p.m. Lift Up Your Hearts with The Rev. 

Rob Hurkmans; with a Reception to fol-

low in auditorium. 

A churchgoer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that 

it made no sense to go to church every Sunday. 
 
He wrote: "I've gone for 30 years now, and in that time, I have heard something 

like 3,000 sermons, but for the life of me, I can't remember a single one of them. 

So, I think I'm wasting my time, the preachers and priests are wasting theirs by 

giving sermons at all". 
 
This started a real controversy in the "Letters to the Editor" column. 
 
Much to the delight of the editor, it went on time for weeks until someone wrote 

this clincher: 
 
"I've been married for 30 years now. In that time, my wife has cooked some 

32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu or a single 

one of those meals. 
 
But I do know this: They all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to 

do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically 

dead today. 
 
Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead 

today!" 
 

When you are DOWN to nothing, God is UP to something! 
 

Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible & receives the impossible! 

Thank God for our physical and our spiritual nourishment! 
 

IF YOU CANNOT SEE GOD IN ALL, YOU CANNOT SEE GOD AT ALL! 

B I. B L. E. simply means: Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth! 
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Your Ministry Council 

Anyone interested in reading the current Ministry Council minutes may contact the Church office for a 

copy. A copy is also posted on the Bulletin Board in the Hall. 
Are you ill? In the Hospital? Now in a nursing home? 

If you or someone you know from our congregation is ill, in the hospital or has moved to a nursing 

home, please let us know by calling the church office. We have no other way of knowing, as the hos-

pital and nursing homes are no longer permitted to give this information out due to the Privacy Act.  
Hospital Pastoral Care 

Beth Morum is a Pastoral Care Visitor for OSMH now as well as Mae Cox. If you know anyone from our 

Parish Family who is in Soldiers, please notify the Church Office so a visit can be arranged. 
Greeting Cards for Parishioners 

Lay-Pastoral Team and ACW have had an important ministry of sending out greeting cards for birth-

days, anniversaries, sympathy, or get-well cards. If there is a parishioner that you wish a greeting card 

to be sent to, please let us know! Contact the Church office to connect with Christine Blair for Birthday 

or Anniversary Cards or Lynda Harris for Thinking of You, Sympathy, Get Well or Congratulations.  
Newsletter Sponsorship 

Each month we ask for a sponsor to support the publication of our parish newsletter. Many of our fam-

ily receive it via the internet but many still enjoy receiving the paper copy and/or they might not have 

access to a computer. The donation of $100.00 each month pays to produce our internet copies, the 

paper copies and their mailing. Please contact Shannon in the office at 705-325-2742 if you would like 

to sponsor a month.  
The Next Newsletter  

If you wish to place a submission, announcement, prayer, pictures etc. into any future newsletter, 

please contact Nancy at nancynoakesmorrison@gmail.com. Please provide any submissions for the 

October Newsletter by Wednesday September 24, 2025.  
FundScrip 

The FundScrip deadline is Sunday September 7. Orders and cheques (payable to St James' church) 

can be dropped off at the Church office. Pick up will be Sunday September 14. Thank you for your 

continued support of this beneficial project. 

ST. JAMES’ ANGLICAN CHURCH 
58 Peter St. North, Box 272, Orillia, Ontario 

L3V 6J6         705 -325-2742 
office@stjamesorillia.com 

http://www.stjamesorillia.com  
Rector    Archdeacon John Anderson 

Editors:   The Communications Committee 

Compositor:  Nancy Noakes-Morrison 

Production:  Shannon Walker 

September Birthdays 

Rev. David Lennerton; Linda Tiffin, Marilyn Kalbfleisch 

Nancy Hammond, Jackie Gourlie, Phyllis Jackson, Bruce Davis,  

Ed Kalbfleisch, Fred Blair 
September Anniversaries  

Christine and John Hager; Nancy and Pat Morrison 

This Newsletter is sponsored by Jo Levasseur in Memory of son Stephen 


