A WALKI NG TOUR OF ST. JAMESY. |
Church, Orillia

Historical Note: St . Jamesd Parish was established in 1841, although
location since approximately 1832, when the Indian Council Chamber was used. A much larger church was built in

1857, followed by a third in 1891. The present building is the 1891 church, rebuilt in 1905 following a major fire. The

interior was re-furbished in 1954 and a narthex (entrance hall) added in 1971.

As you tour the Church, note the many memorial tablets and plaques mounted on the walls and elsewhere. These are
usuallyself-e x pl anatory. Someti mes they are simply filn Memori amo,
of God and in memory of loved ones.

The tour begins as you enter through one of

the three doors and come into the Nave.

When you look up, you will be aware that the

main worship area or AChur ch
appearance of an upside-down ship, hence

the ANaveo reference. 't m
thatthi s i s not the ASanctuary.
described in other churches. In Anglican/

Catholic tradition the Sanctuary is at the far

end of the Church. It contains the High Altar

and is separated from the Chancel where the

choir sits by the Communion Rail. The Nave,

Chancel and Sanctuary, and two projections

or Transepts (one on either side) make the

building into the shape of the Cross.

Turning to the right, note the Centenary Board erected in
1941 in celebration of the first hundred years of the
Parish. The Centenary Board contains landmarks,
Incumbents, lists of Churchwardens, Missionaries and
W.A. Presidents. Recently a second board has been
added




The first window on the right, closest to the Centenary Board, is t he first Memorial Stained Glass
Windo w depicts putting on the whole armour of God, as described in the Holy Bible, in Ephesians 5.
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The Second Window is in honour of those who gave their lives in the First World War and depicts a

soldier in the uniform of the time meeting Christ even on the battlefield. Note also the poppies in
the corner.



The Third Window shows St. John the Evangelist and Jesus the Good Shepherd.

We now approach the Memorial Chapel.
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On the right (or west) wall is a nativity tapestry donated in memory of a former mayor of Orillia.

To the | eft are framed | ists of members fnof St . James o
Great European Waro (W. W. ) .

In the centre are brass plaques listing members of this Church who gave their
lives in W.W.I and W.W.II and forming a reredos (or backdrop) behind the
beautifully carved Chapel Altar. This was once the High Altar until it was
relocated in 1967 with castors added for mobility.

The frames on the left contain lists of members of the parish who served in
W.W.II. Note the art work done by A.J. Casson, a member of the Group of
Seven.

Consider the large, Stained Glass Window above. On the sides are
Joshua, a warrior of the Old Testament, and St. Stephen, the first martyr. In
the centre, Jesus is seen calling his disciples, James and John. The small
windows at the top are further depictions of the symbolic armour of God
(Ephesians 5).




Continuing on to the Il eft, on the Afronto o
marble Baptismal Font. This is probably from the original Church. Note that

the bowl has 8 sides, 7 representing the 7 scriptural days of creation and the 8th

representing the New Creation, which we enter through the water of Baptism.

The next noteworthy feature is the wooden Eagle Lectern from which the
weekly Scriptures are read. This Eagle was hand carved by the Rev. Canon
R.W. Greene. (Canon Greene was the model for the Rev. Dean Drone, well
known in Leacockds whimsi cal ASunshi

Mount the three steps and enter the Chancel/Sanctuary area. Onthe
right, behind a brass screen, are all the pipes for the 2 Manual Casavant
pipe organ, one of only 4 true pipe organs in Orillia. Although some of the
pipes were saved from the fire of 1905, most of the existing organ was
assembled in 1950, with subsequent additions and updates added in 1992
and later.

The oak paneling which encircles the Sanctuary and reredos
behind the High Altar are memorials which were donated by the
husband of Helen Burrows who died September 4, 1939 when the
S.S. AAthenad sank after being
World War IlI.

at the b

To the right of the High Altar in the Sanctuaryar e t wo s mal | musi cians
dedicated to Saint Cecilia, the Patron Saint of Music.




ThelargeA East 0 Wi ndow abovdepti bes Htihgeh edli sades of Chri st ¢
Baptism, Resurrection and Ascension.

Note the three Red Vigil Lamps which burn continuously except for Good Friday, and to the left, 1 or 2
Processional Crosses, one of brass and one of wood. The pews are usually reserved for the choir.

Exiting the Chancel, notice the hand carved Pulpit from which

sermons are preached. It is perhaps worth noting that the Eagle

Lectern and Pulpit are not, technically, located in the Chancel, but

rather in the Nave, so that the Word of God is preached in the part of

the Church where the fipeopleo sit.



